
Israel merchant killed in Gaza Strip 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — An Israeli vegetable merchant was 
killed Tuesday when unknown assailants shot at he car in the occupied 
Gaza Strip, the army said. A second merchant in the car was lightly 
wounded. The shooting occurred around 7:30 p.m. (1730 GMT) in the 
beach area near the southern town of Khan Yunis. said the army official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity. The merchant was killed on the spot, 
and the wounded man ran to call for help, the official said. Troops were 
searching the area. The two men had entered an area that is off limits to 
Israeli civilians, the army official said. The army did not give the name of 
the slain man, saying only he was a Jewish resident or central Israel. The 
wounded merchant is an Israeli Arab, the army said. 
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Hariri denies distancing Lebanon from Syria 

BEIRUT (API — Prime Minister Rafik Hariri denied Tuesday he had 
given an interview to the U.S.-based Middle East Insight magazine or that 
he had said be was willing ro come to terms with Israel without Syrian 
approval. “It's not Irue. This interview never took place with" this 
magazine," said a statement released by Mr. Hariri's press office Middle 
East Insight on Monday quoted Mr. Hariri as saying that if Israel agreed 
to withdraw its troops from southern Lebanon, his government would be 
willing to come to terms u-ith Israel without holding off for Syria's 
approval. Mr. Hariri’s press office denied he said Ihjl. Portions of article 
in Middle East Insight were quoted by the Associated Press. The 
statement reiterated Mr. Hariri's standard polic> that he "is ready to 
conclude a peace treaty, along with the other Arab stales involved in 
Middle East negotiations, if Israel withdraws from the occupied Lebanese 
territories." Lebanon has stuck closely to the Syrian line that a Middle 
East peace must be comprehensive, involving .ill front-line countries m 
the confrontation, rather than a piecemeal series of deals between Israel 
and each of its neighbours. 
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Tourist bus 
attacked in Egypt 

' iSSIUT (AP) — Unknown gun- 
ien fired shots across a canal at a 
-•us carrying 67 German tourists 

- nd its police car escort Tuesday, 
nit nobody was hurt, police 
ources said. It was the fourth 
ittack this year against tourists in 
igypt and the second in almost 
be same place, near the southern 
own ofDhirut where Islamic ex- 

- remists killed a British tourist 
■. ast year. None of the 1993 

i [tacks have caused casualties. 

- ’olice sources said they believed 
Tuesday's gunmen also were 
vfuslim extremists. 

Sudanese 
parliament 
welcomes Pope 

. tHARTOUM, (AP) — Sudan's 
parliament Tuesday welcomed 
Pope John Paul II to Khartoum 
ind said bis visit would allow him 
;o check alleged human rights 
abuses by the government. One 
.. lay before the Pope's nine-hour 
stop over in Khartoum, the Tran- 
sitional National Council issued a 
"statement saying: “Our council 

* welcomes his holiness as an arfvo- 
xte of international peace and 
religious tolerance and coexist- 

^jf'.-snce in the world." The Pope is 
, ^ jn an eight-day African tour 
aimed at pressing for the protec- 
tion of Christians, particularly in 
southern Sudan. In Kampala, 
Uganda Monday, the pontiff con- 
demned the oppression of minor- 
ity populations specially in 
Sudan. "I wish to raise my voice 
.in support of peace and justice for 
all the Sudanese people, and to 
romfort my brothers and sisters 
<n the faith." be said. 

230 dead in Iranian - 
floods 

NICOSIA (AP) — At least 230 
people have been killed and 
. .thousands forced to flee their 
homes by flooding in several Ira- 

- nian provinces, Iran’s Islamic Re- 
. public News Agency (TRNA) re- 
ported Tuesday. In Bandar 
Abbas 225 people have been kil- 
ed, a large number of homes and 
nany acres of farmlands totally 
vashed away, the agency said. It 
.aid five were reported killed in 

’5: verm an province while in the 
lorth eastern Khorasan province 
nore than 12,000 were evacuated 
ifter heavy rains cut off electric- 
tv lines, blocked roads and 
vashed away many houses. Fif- 
een planes dispatched relief 
vorkers. food, tents, blankets, 
uel and clothing to the flood 
tricken areas, the agency said. 

France readying aid 
for Lebanon 

5 ARIS (R) — The French gov- 
: rumen t is putting together a 
package of aid for Lebanese re- 
■onstruction, a senior French fi- 
lance ministry official said Tues- 
fay. Christian Fagette did not 
yve the size of the package, but 
te told a meeting of French and 
-ebanese business executives the 
protocol would cover loans and 
jrants for various infrastructure 
projects, notably in water, elec- 
„ , • rici *y. sfod telecommunications. 

^ said that Coface, the French 
igency that provides export cre- 
Jit guarantees for the govem- 
nent, was willing to provide cov- 
ir for commercial risks from its 
>wn fluids, showing that eonfi- 
lence in Lebanon was now to a 
arge extern restored. However, 
le said a dispute between France 
ind Lebanon over some medium- 
erm loans covered by Coface 
neant the agency would' be reluc- 
ant to provide cover for 
public sector films. 

. Rebels claim killing 
*;594 Turkish troops 

«C0SIA (AP) — A total of 
*594 Turkish troops were killed 
9 Kurdish separatist rebels in 
ft course of 1992, a report by 

* rebels said Tuesday. The re- 
in said rebel losses during a 
lal of 1,491 attacks during the 
ar stood at 946 dead and 150 
ptured. It accused the Turkish 
•vernment of “an unpre- 
dented cover-up of the true ■ 
nation through a statement by 

: district governor in Dec. 31, 
?2. who admitted 467 troops 

- d 133 civil guards killed during 

* year.” The district governor 

• s further quoted as giving the 
’ mber of rebel attacks as 1 .500, 

« more than those claimed by 

• : rebels. The rebels said the 
■\! nber of attacks given by the 

senior was 200 more than the 
idal total of the previous year. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States has launched a 
diplomatic effort to define the 
crisis over the 415 Palestinians 
expelled by Israel ahead of 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher's Middle East mission next 
week. 

Senior U.S. State Department 
and White House officials met a 
delegation headed by Palestinian 
spokeswoman Han an Ashrawi 
Monday and a group of Israeli 
officials headed by chief nego- 
tiator Eli Rubinstein was flying to 
Washington for talks Tuesday. 

“They are trying to clear the 
way so that Christopher's mission 
does not get totally bogged down 
in the deportee issue." said one 
source close to the talks. 

Israel expelled 415 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories on 
Dec. 17, charging them with 
membership in militant Islamic 


groups. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said last week he 
would allow 100 to return and cut 
the exile terms of the rest to a 
one-year maximum. The United 
States said the offer should dear 
the way for a resumption of peace 
talks but expellees, who are living 
in rents on a barren hillside in 
South Lebanon, rejected it. 

Dr. Ashrawi told reporters af- 
ter her meetings with officials she 
had made it dear that Palesti- 
nians demanded the foil imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Coundl Resolution 799 of Dec. 
18, which demanded the immedi- 
ate rerum of all expellees. 

“We are willing to look at 
implementation of 799 to ensure 
compliance through a timetable 
or deadline.” she said. 

“But the Israeli-American 
agreement does not address the 


Worst snow in eight 
weeks hit expellees 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(R) — The worst snowstorms bit 
nearly 400 Palestinians Tuesday 
since Israel dumped them in 
South Lebanon nearly eight 
weeks ago. 

Huddling in snow-covered 
tents on water-soaked bedding, 
the Palestinians shivered with 
cold and slammed the United 
Nations Security Coundl for fail- 
ing to force Israel to take them 
back. ' 

“I just don’t know why (U.N. 
Secretary General) Boutros Gha- 
li is still silent and has not asked 
the Security Coundl to convene 
said Abdul Aziz A1 Rantisi. lead- 
er of the 396 group. 

“Is be waiting to see our 
motionless bodies buried under 
all this snow?" said Dr. Rantisi. 
“What would the world say 
then?" 


He said he believed U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher, starting a Middle East 
tour on Feb. 17, would im- 
mediately force Israel to back 
down if he saw conditions at the 
makeshift camp. 

“I don't think any human being 
with a conscience could stand 
silent or sidestep us while we 
suffer under the snow and in the 
strongest of storms since we ar- 
rived here," he told journalists. 

Mr. Christopher, in his first 
foreign tour, will try to put back 
on track Middle East peace talks 
delayed by the crisis (see page 2). 
But diplomats say he will not visit 
the camp wedged on a hillside 
between Israeli and Lebanese 
lines. 

More than 10 centimetres of 
(Continued on page 5) 


Afghans flee Kabul 
during lull in shelling 


KABUL (R) — Kabul residents 
took advantage of a lull in one of 
the fiercest rocket bombardments 
of the Afghan capital Tuesday to 
flee the shell-shattered city where 
at least 54 people were killed a 
day earlier. 

Only a few rockets exploded in 
Kabul a day after fighters loyal to 
renegade Mujahedeen chief Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar pounded the 
city with rocket fire, killing 
dozens and injuring hundreds. 

Kabul Radio put the casualty 
toll at 54 dead and 100 injured. 
Hospitals said the numbers were 
likely much higher. 

“These Mujahedeen are taking 
us back to the first century,” 
shouted one angry Kabul man as 
he pushed a cart loaded with 
possessions out of the city. 

Mr. Hekmatyar is fighting to 
unseat President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. accusing the first 


permanent head of state since the 
guerrillas took power from the 
Soviet-installed government last 
April of rigging his election last 
December (Mediation efforts, see 
page 2). 

One man, his face bleeding 
from shrapnel wounds, walked 
out of the city with a table strap- 
ped to his back while his son 
trudged beside him pushing a 
cartload of belongings. 

Residents said they held out 
little hope of a ceasefire and 
blamed both sides for the fight- 
ing. 

People fleeing the west where 
most fighting in the last three 
weeks has been concentrated re- 
ported increasing lawlessness, 
with numerous rapes and robber- 
ies. 

“Only the United Nations can 
save us," said a woman who 
joined a small demonstration. 


issue of the illegality of the de- 
portation and.. .so far it is not 
enough to get the peace process 
going,* said Dr. Ashrawi. 

Now. Mr. Christopher has the 
problem of how to resume Arab- 
Israeli talks, which were sus- 
pended on the day the expulsions 
were announced. 

He leaves for the region on 
Feb. 17 and is expected to visit 
Israel, Egypt, Syria, Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia during the follow- 
ing week. 

“We don’t see eye to eye.” Dr. 
Ashrawi said after meeting for 
two hours with Mr. Djerejian. 

Dr. Ashrawi said she would 
hold more talks with State De- 
partment officials later in the 
week. One topic, she said, would 
be the possibility of resuming 
U.S. dialogue with the Palestine 

(Continued on page 5) 

Jordan, 
Kazakhistan 
to establish 
diplomatic 
relations 


ALMA-ATA, Kazakh baa n (Petra) 
— Jordan on Tuesday concluded an 
agreement to establish diplomatic re- 
lations between Jordan and the Re- 
public of Kazakhstan. 

The agreement followed a meeting 
between a visiting Jordanian delega- 
tion headed by Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid and Kazakh 
President Nursultan A. Nazarbayev 
to whom Prince Ra'd conveyed a 
message from His Majesty King Hus* 
scan. 

Prince Ra'd underlined the strong 
historic and cultural tics between the 
Muslim people of Jordan and 
Kazakh 1st an and expressed hope that 
bilateral cooperation in many fields 
could be developed. 

Mr. Nazarbayev said his country 
was keen to maintain the best and 
strongest possible relations and ex- 
panding scopes of cooperation in va- 
rious fields with Jordan. 

Earlier, delegation member and 
Deputy Premier and Transport Minis- 
ter Ali Suheimat met with the deputy 
prime minister of Kazakhistan and 
said Jordan was looking forward to 
further friendship and cooperation. 

The deputy premier of Kazakhistan 
paid tribute to King Hussein's role in 
Middle Eastern affairs and his drive 
to attain a just peace in the region and 
said Kazakhistan supported the 
King’s endeavours in this respect . 

Mr. Suheimat said the King had 
instructed the delegation to open a 
dialogue with the leaders of the now 
independent Islamic republics of die 
former Soviet Union aimed at bol- 
stering relations with them. 

Mr. Suheimat reaffirms Jordan's 
sojidarity with Kazakhistan in “its 
drive to overcome the numerous chal- 
lenges and looks forward to more 
support on the part of the Islamic 
republics for the Palestinian people's 
struggle to regain their rights and 
homeland.” 

Jordan and Kazakhistan also set up 
joint committees to study areas where 
cooperation could be achieved. The 
Jordanian delegation is due to leave 
Alma-Ata Wednesday for Kyrgyzstan 
on the next leg of its tour. 
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VIOLENT PROTESTS: Masked Palestinian 
protesters taunt Israeli soldiers during dashes in 
the Shu 'fat refugee camp in Arab East Jerusalem 


as violent demonstrations continue in the occupied 
territories after at least 10 Palestinians were shot 
and killed by Israeli soldiers in four days (AFP 
photo) 


Sharif Zeid meets U.S. senators, 
says peace process under threat 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Tues- 
day met with U.S. senators Arlen 
Specter, Hank Brown and James 
Jeffords, who are currently on a 
visit to Jordan as part of a toiir of 
the region. 

Sharif Zeid discussed with 
them the latest developments in 
the Middle East in the aftermath 
of Israel's expulsion of 400 
Palestinians from their homeland 
and the implications of such a 
measure on the resumption of the 
Middle East peace process. 

Sharif Zeid stressed the need 
for implementing United Nations 
Security Coundl Resolution 799, 
which calls for the return of the 
expellees to their homeland. 

Sharif Zeid called for a uniform 
approach and standard towards 
implementation of all U.N. re- 


solutions. 

The prime minister called on 
the U.N. to ensure Israel's com- 
pliance with its resolutions and 
respect for the international com- 
munity's will. 

Sharif Zeid and the three Re- 
publican senators also reviewed 
bilateral relations. 

Jordan, which seeks to estab- 
lish good relations with ali coun- 
tries around the world, looks 
forward to an influential Amer- 
ican role that takes into consid- 
eration the Palestine question 
being the crux of the Middle East 
conflict and Arab aspirations for 
ensuring a world dominated by 
justice, stability and peace, Sharif 
Zeid said. 

The meeting was attended by 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber and Minister of State for 


Prime Ministry Affairs Ibrahim 
Izzeddine as well as American 
Ambassador Roger Harrison. 

Mr. Specter. 63. of Pennsylva- 
nia. Mr. Brown, 53. of Colarado, 
and Jeffords, 59, of Vergmont are 
on a fact-finding mission to the 
region. They arrived here from 
Damascus and will start a visit to 
Israel Wednesday. 

A Jordanian official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, told 
the AP the three senators and the 
premier also discussed interna- 
tional sanctions imposed on Iraq 
shortly after its Aug. 2, 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“The premier explained to the 
American visitors the importance 
of alleviating the suffering of the 
Iraqi people," the official said. 
He would not elaborate. 


Fifth 
leftist 
party gets 
approval 

By Saad Silawi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Interior Tuesday licensed the 
Jordanian Democratic Popular 
Unity Party tJDPUP). bringing 
to 12 the number of political 
parties so far legalised by the 
government. The party's first 
secretary general. Azmi Al Kha- 
waja. voiced appreciation to the 
government of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid and a ministerial 
committee formed to discuss re- 
quests by left-wing parties to offi- 
cially form such parties for their 
encouraging response. 

Mr. Khawaja told a press con- 
ference that the party had sent an 
explanatory note about a number 
of issues touching upon the par- 
ty’s relation with the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP). 

The note said that party main- 
tains a “struggle and coordination 
link'* with the Damascus-based 
PFLP and stressed that it seeks to 
avoid duplication of membership 
in the two parties. 

The note also said that the 
JDPUP would be financed 
through contributions from mem- 
bers and donations . in addition to 
revenues coming from economic 
projects run by the party. 

Commenting on reports that 
the authorities had found 
firearms with founding members 
of the party, the note said the 
party was committed to •‘political 
and intellectual struggle" and 
that “such a struggle” does not 
imply the use of firearms.” 

“We are against the use of 
firearms," Mr. Khawaja said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Aideed fails to turn up for 
meeting with U.S. military 


Assad, Mubarak discuss 
peace talks, Arab ties 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Somalia's leading warlord. 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, failed to attend planned 
talks with U.S. commanders 
Tuesday after American troops 
detained his top lieutenant for 
illegal arms possession. 

“For whatever reason he 
(Aideed) has decided not to turn 
up and has nor said why,*' said 
Colonel Buck Bedard, comman- 
der of U.S. Marines in Somalia's 
capital Mogadishu. 

The talks were called by Gen. 
Aideed to discuss security issues 
and also to thank the American- 
led multinational force for estab- 
lishing a school in Mogadishu. 
Col. Bedard told reporters after 
waiting in vain for the warlord for 
more than an hour. 

Gen. Aideed and his guerrillas 
take credit for the ousting of 
dictator Mohammad Siad Banre 
in 1991 and now want to play a 
bigger role in shaping the political 
future of Somalia, shattered by 
civil war that followed Mr. Siad 
Barre's toppling. 

Gen. Aideed's snub of the 
Americans followed the brief de- 
tention Monday of Omar Jess, a 
former army officer controlling 
several thousand militiamen who 


is allied to Gen. Aideed. by U.S. 
forces at a military roadblock 
near Mogadishu. 

The U.S. military command 
said Col. Jess and 31 supporters 
were released after questioning 
over an assortment of weapons, 
including machineguns and 
rocket-propelled grenades, that 
was found in their two vehicles. 

Gashes last month between 
factions led by Col. Jess and 
Mohammad Said Hersi. known as 
Gen. Morgan, led to intervention 
by U.S. and Belgian troops and 
scuttled preliminary talks on 
bringing peace to this country 
ravaged by clan warfare. 

The United Nations said Tues- 
day a ceasefire monitoring com- 
mittee that includes clan leaders 
was scheduled to meet Feb. 15. 

The U.S. -led military coalition 
working to secure aid distribution 
has asked clan leaders to tel! it 
where their fighters and weapons 
are located to help monitor a 
ceasefire agreed to last month. 

Gen. Morgan, rhe son-in-law 
of Mr. Siad Barre, has continued 
fighting since Mr. Siad Barre fled 
into exile 10 months ago. 

Gen. Aideed or his aides were 
not immediately available for 
comment. 


CAIRO ( AP) — President Hafez 
Al Assad and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak met Tuesday for 
talks on a wide range of regional 
issues, including Palestinian evic- 
tees in Lebanon and the stalled 
Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Mubarak said he would 
discuss with Mr. Assad the latest 
contacts between Egypt and the 
new U.S. administration “espe- 
cially that there are some new 
developments.” 

The Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) of Egypt said Mr. 
Mubarak returned to Cairo after 
the talks. 

In comments to Egyptian jour- 
nalists accompanying him. he said 
he had received a message from 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
from Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafar, who visited Baghdad and 
Cairo last week. 

In the message, Mr. Mubarak 
said. President Saddam “asked 
for dialogue and explained his 
evaluation” of events that led to 
Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait and the Gulf crisis that 
divided the Arab World. 

Mr. Mubarak said Mr. Arafat 
told him President Saddam was 
“affected” by recent comments 
he made saying the Iraqi presi- 
dent should step down for the 


sake of the Iraqi people. He said 
he had received many messages 
from President Saddam that indi- 
cate that Iraq wants to restore 
relations with the West and 
Egypt. MENA reported. 

Mr. Assad, accompanied by 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam and Foreign Minister 
Farouk A I Sharaa. greeted Mr. 
Mubarak at Damascus airport 
where talks started immediately. 

Mr. Mubarak's second sudden 
visit in less than a month came 
amid intensive Arab meetings on 
the eve of a regional visit by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher to try to resume peace talks 
hindered by Israel's Dec. 17 ex- 
pulsion of 400 Palestinians from 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Mubarak was accompa- 
nied by his foreign minister. Amr 
Musa, and other officials, the 
Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) said. 

SANA said Mr. Assad, con- 
cerned about the fate of the peace 
process and “Israeli intransi- 
gence” on repatriation of all the 
Palestinian evictees, telephoned 
Mr. Mubarak on Sunday and 
exchanged views with him on how 
to handle all Middle East de- 
velopments. 


More than meets the eye behind Iraqi offer to help UNRWA budget 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The fate of the 
recent Iraqi offer to make up 
for the budget deficit of the 
primary U.N. agency serving 
Palestinian refugees hangs in 
the balance as to whether the 
proposal is tied to the council's 
own call for a one-time Iraqi 
oil exports worth SI. 6 billion 
under U.N. supervision or an 
independent move, diplomatic 
sources and analysts said Tues- 
day. 

“It is not dear yet whether 
this is Baghdad's way of saving 
face and reversing its rejection 
of (Security Council resolu- 
tions) 706 and 712,” said one 
Western diplomat. “Even if it 
is, I believe that the Security 
Council would have no objec- 
tions since the ultimate out- 


come will be Iraq's acceptance 
of 706 and 712." 

The persuasive powers of 
U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali as well as the politic- 
al disposition of the U.S. and 
Britain — the dominant pow- 
ers in the Security Council — 
are the crucial factors in deter- 
mining the fate of the Iraqi 
move, analysts say. 

The proposal was made by 
President Saddam Hussein 
during a meeting with Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat in 
Baghdad last week after the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestine refugees reported its 
budget deficit. 

Mr. Arafat told reporters 
after the meeting that Iraq, 
whose oil exports are banned 
under the international sanc- 
tions imposed on it following 


its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, was offering to sell its 
oil under U.N. supervision to. 
raise S50 million for UNRWA. 

Palestinian sources in Am- 
man were ambiguous over 
whether the idea was initiated 
by President Saddam himself 
or Mr. Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Iraq has not made it dear 
whether the offer was linked to 
resolutions 706 and 712. Iraqi 
sources in Amman said they 
did not have the full details of 
the proposal but that it 
appeared to be independent of 
706 and 712 — in which case it 
stands to be turned down, 
according to Western diplo- 
mats. 

But Palestinians priwy to 
last week's Saddam-Arafat 
talks say that the Iraqi offer is 


indeed linked to the U.N. re- 
solutions. but Baghdad was in- 
tentionally leaving it open to 
interpretations with a view to 
sounding out how its political 
fortunes stood in the Western 
world after the recent flare-up 
over implementation of Gulf 
war ceasefire terms and 
George Bush's departure from 
the White House. 

Resolutions 706 and 712 
were issued after repeated Ira- 
qi complaints that Baghdad did 
not have the funds to buy 
essential food and medicine 
exempted from the sanctions. 
The resolutions provided for a 
one-time Iraqi oil exports 
worth S1.6 billion to raise 
funds to pay war reparations 
and U.N. costs and purchase 
food and medicine for the peo- 
ple of Iraq under U.N. supervi- 


Baghdad, which would have 
little control over the proceeds 
from the oil sales, has rejected 
the U.N. plan as a violation of 
its sovereignty and market 
freedom. 

“In all probability, the U.S. 
would not object to the Iraqi 
proposal as long as it is not a 
ploy to circumvent or under- 
mine 706 and 712.". said a 
seasoned analyst. “I guess the 
issue hinges on how Baghdad 
presents it to the U.N.." 

But Palestinian officials 
think otherwise and argue that 
the cash-strapped world body 
should accept the offer with no 
strings attached. 

"What matters is Iraq, de- 
spite its own financial prob- 
lems, has made the offer and 
we believe that the U.N.. 
which always complains about 
budget deficits and financial 


shortages, should accept it," 
said a senior Palestinian offi- 
cial in Amman. 

“Our concern is that the 
UNRWA budget deficit should 
be addressed since it could 
translate into reduced services 
for our brothers and sisters 
living in refugee camps inside 
and outside Palestine." said 
the official, who preferred 
anonymity. 

Reports said that the Palesti- 
nian observer mission to the 
U.N. was involved in discus- 
sions wirh Dr. Ghali over the 
Iraqi proposal. The fact that 
there were more than one . 
round of meetings on the issue 
was seen here as an indication 
that Dr. Ghali was taking the 
offer seriously. 

“A lot depends on how Dr. 

Ghali would pursue the issue, furt It 

er and try to convincc the Security 


Council members to accept it." 
said an Arab diplomat in Amman. 
“It would be vciy interesting to see 
what arguments Dr. Ghali uses to 
support his approach." 

Western diplomats here see 
several key factors that would de- 
termine anti-Iraq coalition's re- 
sponse to the Iraqi gesture. 

“One of the questions that 
would be asked by the West is that 
how much political capital (Presi- 
dent) Saddam would be able to 
reap if the offer was accepted.” 
said one diplomat. “The Security 
Coundl. particularly the U.S. and 
Britain, would not like to be seen 
as playing into (he hands of (the 
Iraqi president) with an acceptance 
of the offer while Baghdad con- 
tinues to reject the original U.N. 
plan." 

But if Baghdad is proposing that 
the $50 million be deducted from 
the envisaged oil proceeds under, 
resolutions 706 and 712. then* 

(Continued on page 5) 
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WASH IN OT ON — U.s. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher is taking a big 
gamble by going 10 the Mid- 
dle East on his first foreign 
trip, some diplomats and 
analysts believe. 

Mr. Christopher may think 
he is .setting out for the region 
on Feh. IT uith the sole aim 
of persuading Arabs and 
Israelis to return tc* peace 
negotiations, suspended since 
mid -December. 

But he is iikelv to find his 
mission dominated by an 
issue that refuses to go away 
despite all of Washington's 
diplomatic efforts, namely 
Israel's Dec. 17 expulsion of 
more than 4fn) Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. 

“1 have some doubts about 
the wisdom of going to the. 
region. Christopher will find 
himself caught up almost ex- 
clusively with the deportees." 
said Richard Haaxs. former 
President George Bush's spe- 
cial adviser on the Middle 


"He should have traded 
that for a return to the nego- 
tiating table.” Mr. Haass 
said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin announced last 
week he would allow 100 of 
the expellees to return and 
cut the expulsion terms of the 
rest to a one-year maximum. 
Mr. Christopher instantly en- 
dorsed the move, which he 
had painfully negotiated with 
Mr. Rabin, and seemed to 
think the issue was closed. 

But it was not. Within 
days. Washington had to 
postpone a series of Middle 
East regional negotiations 
scheduled to begin "this week 
because Arabs were not 
readv to attend. 


to appreciate the pressures 
moderate Palestinians in the 
occupied territories were 
under. 

"Christopher got too little 
from Rabin. He has to find a 
solution to the deportees 
situation that allows the mod- 
erate Palestinians to get back 
in the game," he said. 

One Arab diplomat said 
Mr. Christopher might tty to 
persuade the Israelis, prefer- 
ably before he arrived in the 
region, to speed up the legal 
appeals procedure so that all 
the evictees could return 
within a few weeks. 


53EE57S ANALYSIS 


cast . 

"If he comes away solving 
it. he gets hack to :.quare one 
in that the peace talks can 
resume. Bur if he doesn't, it 
will be seen as a failure." said 
Mr. Hanss. who is now with 
the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. 

And failure on his first 
mission could damage Mr. 
Christopher's prestige in the 
early weeks of his tenure as 
secretary of state. 

According to this analysis, 
by going to the Middle East 
before the expellee crisis is 
resolved. Mr. Christopher 
has given away for free some- 
thing very valuable — his 
personal involvement. 


As the week went on. 
sentiment gathered even 
among Washington's closest 
Western allies that the Israeli 
compromise was not adequ- 
ate. Canadian Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney said as much 
on Friday while standing 
alongside President Bill Clin- 
ton outside the White House. 

"They just don't get it." 
said one Middle East diplo- 
mat. "Rabin has dug this hole 
and until he climbs out of it 
completely there can't be 
peace talks, no matter how 
much everybody wants 
them.” 

The other Arab partners to 
the peace talks — Syria. Jor- 
dan and Lebanon — are all 
anxious to resume. But they 
are highly unlikely to do so 
without the Palestinians. 

James Zogbv. of the Arab 
American Institute, said the 
Clinton team seemed unable 


The 100 who are being 
allowed back have all refused 
the offer and are staying in 
their rents in front of televi- 
sion cameras on their barren 
Lebanese hillside. 

The evictees are all sus- 
pected members of Hamas, 
an Islamic fundamentalist 
organisation whose strength 
and support in the occupied 
territories has grow enor- 
mously. not least as a result 
of the expulsions. 

Now. some diplomats be- 
lieve that Hamas, which 
opposes the peace process, 
may have an effective veto 
over Palestinian participation 
in rhe peace process. 

Robert Satloff, of the 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy, believes it 
is time for the mainstream 
Palestinian leadership of Yas- 
ser Arafar to assert, itself and 
take some risks for peace. 

"After all, if Hamas is now 
permitted to set the terms for 
Palestinian participation in 
the peace talks, then it will 
almost surely wield a veto 
over whatever negotiations 
eventually come to pass," he 
said. 
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Turkey urges Iran to 
cooperate in murder probe 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel 
urged Iran Tuesday to respond to 
evidence that Muslim radicals 
trained in Iran had staged politic- 
al murders in Turkey. 

Turkey said last week that 
members of the shadowy Islamic 
Action group, accused of killing 
two secular Turkish writers and 
an Iranian dissident, had told 
police they were trained in Iran. 

Mr. Demirel told members of 
his parliamentary party he had 
sent a message to Iranian Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
asking him to throw tight on a 
Turkish dossier on Islamic Ac- 
tion. 

"Don't reject cooperation in 
the illumination of these inci- 
dents." Mr. Demirel said he had 
told Mr. Rafsanjani. 

He said Iran would not be 
admitting guilt by providing in- 
formation, but added: 

"If you do not cooperate... if 
you do not present enough in- 
formation to satisfy the Turkish 
state, parliament and public opin- 
ion. you will have cast a major 
shadow on relations.” 

Mr. Demirel, quoted by Ana- 
tolia new agency, was replying to 
a message from Mr. Rafsanjani 
delivered by visiting Heavy In- 
dustry Minister Mohammad Hadi 
Nejad-Hosseinian Monday. 

He said Mr. Rafsanjani had 
denied that Iran as a state was 
involved in the three murders or 
others for which Islamic fun- 
damentalist groups claimed re- 
sponsibility. 

Mr. Demirel raid a blanket 
denial was inadequate and Tur- 
key wanted suspects answers to 
the evidence it has collected. 

He said sunects arrested in 
Istanbul had said they had made 
telephone calls to a place called 
Maydan Khorasan, 30 to 40 
kilometres from Tehran, and had 
been trained there. 

"We are patiently trying to 
protect the friendship between 
that two countries." Mr. Demirel 
said. “The duty of Iran is to 
cooperate, to illuminate docu- 
ments revealed by our security 
officials." 

Istanbul’s state security court 
Monday formally charged 10 out 
of the 19 detainees with belong- 
ing to Islamic Action and conspir- 
ing to work for an Islamic state in 
Turkey. 

Two detainees were freed and 
seven were to be handed to the 
security court in Ankara, where 


two other suspects are held. 

Police have said they found 
cyanide, rocket launchers and 40 
kilogrammes of explosives when 
they caught the suspects. 

The furore over possible Ira- 
nian involvement in an Islamic 
murder network has reffled Tur- 
key's lies with its fundamentalist 
neighbour, but there are no signs 
yet of a rupture. 

Iran’s First Vice-President 
Hassan Habibi failed to turn up 
for a scheduled visit to Turkey 
Monday without explanation. 

Mr. Nejad-Hosseinian told re- 
porters Mr. Habibi had not can- 
celled his crip and would “come 
later in a more sincere atmos- 
phere.” 

Mr. Demirel voiced regret that 
Mr. ‘Habibi had “lost the oppor- 
tunity" to respond to questions 
about Turkey's complaints. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Hik- 
met Cetin, who handed docu- 
ments on the affair to his Iranian 
counterpart Ali Akbar Velayari 
at the weekend, was due to meet 
him again in Damascus Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Velayati has said an ex- 
isting Iranian-Turkish security 
committee could take up Ank- 
ara's demands for information. 

Mr. Demirel said Turkish offi- 
cials should stop commenting on 
the affair. 

Turkish newspapers have 
publicised what they say is a rift 
between Ankara and Istanbul 
police, whose infighting may be 
hampering investigations into 
Muslim radicals in Turkey. 

Islamic groups claimed the car- 
bomb murder of left-wing jour- 
nalist Ugur Mumcu in Ankara on 
Jan. 24 and an attempt to kill 
Jewish businessman Jak Kamhi in 
Istanbul four days later. 

Mr. Demirel has taken pains to 
avoid a war of words with 
Tehran. 

“We are not formally accusing 
the state of Iran,” he said. "I’m 
speaking with care because 
friendships are not easily made, 
but easily broken." 

A leading columnist raid on 
Monday the government's cau- 
tious approach was sending con- 
flicting signals to Tehran. 

“Either Iran is employing poli- 
cies designed to shake Turkey 
and must be shown a solid reac- 
tion or we do not have sufficient 
evidence against Iran, in which 
case we must avoid baseless 
accusations," Mehmet AH Birand 
wrote in Sabah newspaper. 


U.S. protests. 
Israel’s delay 
of consular 
access to 
detainees 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
United Stales has formally pro- 
tested Israel's delay in providing 
consular access to three Amer- 
ican citizens who have been de- 
tained since last month, but who 
have not been charged with any 
crime. 

"We have a strong interest in 
seeing that American citizens re- 
ceive fair and proper treatment 
anywhere in the world and are 
accorded due process under the 
laws of the country where they 
are present.” State Department 
Acting spokesman Joseph Snyder 
told reporters. 

Two of the Americans. 
Mohammad SaJah and Moham- 
mad Jarad, appeared before a 
military court last week in Ramal- 
lah with a U.S. consular official 
present, and a third, Mohammad 
Toufek Omar, who was detained 
separately, also has been seen by 
a consular official. 

“On Feb. 5, we delivered a 
written protest to the Israeli gov- 
ernment against the delays in 
consular access to the three 
American detainees,” the acting 
spokesman said, noting that an 
oral protest had been made ear- 
lier. 

"Our position around the 
world and in this situation , too. is 
that if someone is suspected of 
having committed a crime, 
charges should be brought, access 
to legal counsel assured, and a 
public ttial held," Mr. Snyder 
said. 

“We will continue to monitor 
these cases closely," he said. "We 
are concerned about the condi- 
tions of the arrest and detention 
of these men.” 

While no formal charges have 
been filed against any of the 
three, published reports say 
Israeli security forces suspect 
they were involved with Hamas, 
an Islamic fundamentalist group 
in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. 

Mr. Snyder raid he did not 
expect the issue would be raised 
when Itamar Rabinovich, the 
new Israeli ambassador to the 
United States, met with Deputy 
Secretary of State Clifton Whar- 
ton to present his credentials on 
Feb. 8. 
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Pakistani ex-general to 




mediate among Afghans 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The Pakis- 
tani architect of the. 14-year 
Afghan war of resistance said 
Tuesday the warring Afghan 
groups had assured him of a 
break in fighting around Kabul to 
allow him to tty to mediate a 
ceasefire. 

"I have received assurances 
from the warring Afghan groups' 
that they will give a break in the 
fighting to help me in. my peace 
efforts," said retired Lieutenant 
General Hamid Gul, who led 
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli- 
gence in the Afghan war. 

“I have appealed to the war- 
ring sides to announce a ceasefire 
from noon today (Tuesday),” 
Gen. Gul told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

Gen. Gul is credited with 
directing the Afghan Mujahe- 
deen groups in their war' against 
the former Soviet-installed gov- 
ernment. 

He was waiting for clearance* 
from aviation authorities in 
Kabul and in the western Pakista- 
ni city of Peshawar to board a 
special plane sent- by Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

Maverick guerrilla chief Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar launched a 
blistering rocket onslaught on the 
shell-shattered Afghan capital 
Monday, the 21st day of his _ 
offensive, killing at least 54 pea-' 
pie and injuring more than 100. 

Hospitals say 3.000 people 
have been injured and hundreds 
killed in Mr. Hekmatyar's offen- 
sive to try to unseat Mr. Rabbani. 


Mr. Rabbani's representative, 
Interior Minister Ahmad Shah, 
was in Peshawar to help Gen. Gul 
in preliminary talks with Afghan 
Mujahedeen leaders now living in . 
the Pakistani city. 

Gen. Gul said Afghan Vice- 
President Mohammad Nabi 
Mohammad would travel back to 
Kabul with him: 

"I am taking many peace plans 
but my main thrust will be first to 
achieve a ceasefire,” he raid. "I 
am hopeful that the major j, 
Afghan groups will implement 
the ceasefire." 

• He said he would try to per- . 
suade the warring leaders to- sit 
down at the negotiating table. 

Gen. Gul, who commands high 
respect among the Mujahedeen 
because of his role in the Afghan 
war. said he was optimistic about 
his peace mission, “it is hope 
which is taking me to Kabul." 

Mr. Hekman/ar accuses Mr. 
Rabbani of coming to power • 
through a rigged vote last De- 
cember. and has refused to slop 
fighting unless Mr. Rabbani 
agrees to elections within a year 
and the formation of an interim 
government. 

He launched a fierce assault on 
Kabul last August in which 2.500 4 

people were killed and thousands - J 
injured. 

Mr. Hekmatyar has attacked 
the capital intermittently since he 
failed to gain supreme power ’ ' 
after the Mujahedeen took over 
from the former communist gov- % . 
eminent last April. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Emirates rulers congratulate Iran 


ABU DHABI (R) — United Arab Emirates (UA E) rulers, locked 
in a dispute with Iran over three strategic Gulf islands, sent 
messages to Iranian leaders Tuesday congratulating them on the 
anniversary of the 1979 Islamic revolution. The official news 
agency WAM said UAE President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan. ruler of Abu Dhabi, and Vice-President Sheikh Mak- 
toum Ben Rashid Al Maktoum. ruler of Dubai, sent messages to 
Iranian President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. Sheikh Zayed. in a 
speech to the UAE consultative council vowed Saturday to exert 
every effort to reverse Iran's “occupation” of the three islands and 
restore his country's sovereignty over them. In December. Mr. 
Rafsanjani said the UAE and its Gulf Arab allies would have to 
“cross a sea of blood” to get to the islands. Tne UAE says Iran last 
year virtually annexed Ahu Musa, jointly controlled by the two 
countries since 1971. Iran occupied the Greater and Lesser Tunb 
Islands under the late Shah of Iran, also in 1971. 


Mubarak warns of population explosion 


CAIRO (R) — President Hosni Mubarak urged people to control 
birth rates, raying Egypt’s population increased in 10 years to a 
number that totalled the whole population of the Gulf Arab region. 
“We have increased in 10 years to a number that equalled the 
(population) of the whole Arab Gulf region.” Mr. Mubarak told 
local journalists in remarks published Tuesday in the semi-official 
Al Abram newspaper. Mr. Mubarak said Egypt did not have 
enough resources to feed the rising number of people, which would 
threaten the standard of living in the heavily- indebted country. He 
said out of Egypt's population of 59 million, only 12 million were 
working. Egypt's population was 2.4 million in 1801, rising by 
about 50 million until 1992, Mr/ Mubarak said. “Our agricultural 
lands and resources cannot bear this increase.” be added. Mr. 
Mubarak expected Egypt’s population to reach 71 million by the 
year 2000 and 92 million by 2013. 


Ozal expects stronger Clinton approach on Bosnia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Turkish President Turgut Ozal met with 
President Bill Clinton Monday, and came away from the meeting 
with the impression that the U.S. leader will “take a little stronger 
approach" towards Bosnia's war, he said. Mr. Ozal cautioned that 
Mr. Clinton did not share any details of his policy. The White 
House remained silent on Mr. Clinton’s intentions. The president 
said Monday that he planned to unveil his policy in the next few 
days. Mr. Ozal said he and Mr. Clinton discussed a wide range of 
world issues, including war-torn Yugoslavia. Turkey is pushing for 
stronger U.S. involvement in the region, although Mr. Ozal said 
ground troops are not necessary. "Air strikes are sufficient to stop 
the heavy gun positions of the Serbs around the cities. They are 
causing a lot of killing in large cities. The ‘no-fly zone' should be 
enforced. I told the president that." 


Libya, Syria sign cooperation agreements 


CAIRO (AP) Libya and Syna have signed five agreements on 
cooperation in the fields of economy, investment, media, science, 
culture and health, the Libyan news agency JANA reported 
Tuesday. The official agency said that the agreements came after 
three days of talks herween delegations led by Libyan Prime 
Minister Abu Zavd Omar Durda and his Syrian counterpart 
Mahmoud Zoubi. “The atmosphere during the talks ... showed 
everybody’s desire to establish integration between the two 
countries." Mr. Burda said after the signing. JANA, monitored by 
the Associated Press in Cairo, said the agreements were signed 
Monday night in Libya's capital Tripoli. 
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to re-elective surgery patients 
m now save their own blood 
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By Maha Addasi 

iedal to the Jordan Times 

- MAN — In addition to the 
liar blood donation system 
National Blood Bank has 
ted. the autologus transfusion 
cm by which a person can 
ate his or her own blood to be 
•d during that person's 
etive-type surgery, said 
jonal Blood Bank Director, 
et Mirza. 

Blood from autologus transfu- 
is can be stored as fresh blood 
j je red blood cells are frozen,” 
Mina said, adding that spe- 
I regulations are necessary to 
-,ure that the blood is stored for 
Terrain person. 

n an interview with the Jordan 
nes following the inauguration 
the west Amman branch, the 
:h. of the National Blood 


Bank.) Dr. Mirza said 1992 statis- 
tics recorded 70.000 blood donors 
in Jordan; an increase of 20.000 
Over 1990. 

‘Thanks to our many donors 
we do not have any problems 
with blood shortages at our 
banks. We always make sure we 
have enough units of blood from 
each blood group. If our quota of 
a certain blood group is dimi- 
nishing, we call our regular 
donors, whose numbers we have 
on record, to come in and donate 
blood," she said. 

Some people are discouraged 
from donating blood because of 
“unfounded” fears that they 
could contract .infectious dis- 
eases. 

But Dr. Mirza assures all 
potential donors that one can not 
contract any diseases by donat- 
ing. 


To try it once is all I ask of 
people," Dr. Mirza said. “They 
would then realise that every- 
thing is done by professionals, 
using sterile equipment." - 

In addition the donors them- 
selves are tested for HIV 1 and 
HIV 2 AIDS viruses, hepatitis B, 
hepatitis C, syphilis and malar- 
ia, to rule out these infectious 
diseases." she said, adding that 
the blood is screened once again 
before storage. 

Although minimum time re- 
quirements between blood dona- 
tions vary from country to coun- 
try, Jordan requires a time lag of 
no less than three months. “Peo- 
ple can donate from the age of 18. 
both males and females, and can 
continue donating until the age of 
SS if female and until 60 if male.” 
Dr. Mirza said. 


Ministry to urge family planning 


4MAN (J.T.) — Nearly 35 per 
it of Jordanian families follow 
ne form of family planning 
thod, but plans to universal ise 
th-control practices in the 
untry are in the making, 
ording to Minister of Health 
ef Bataineh. 

Addressing the opening session 
a two-day seminar in Amman 
esday. Dr. Bataineh said that 
:r the past few years the minis- 
succeeded in reducing the 
:-^ant mortality rate from 61 per 
'^Nusand to 35 per thousand. 
SStjtfl* ministry’s goal is to bring 
zt rate down to 20 per 
-Hisand, he added, 
rhe ministry’s Mother and 
:alth Care Centres provide 
. oily planning services and in- 
uction on safer and more nutri- 
nai foods for children, the 
nrster said. 

fhe current seminar will re- 
w results of a “fertility and 
mily Health Survey" con- 
rted by the Department of 
itistics in Jordan in 1990. 
Several working papers on 
rrition, children’s health, pro- 
ling protection to children and 
iir mothers against common 
eases, and immunisation will 
o be reviewed.. 



Speakers address participants oT a two-day seminar to review a 
1990 survey of fertility and family health in Jordan, Tuesday in 
Amman (Petra photo) 


The survey $300,000 was fi- 
nanced by a grant from the Un- 
ited States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (USAID). 

Meanwhile at a meeting, at the 
Teachers Club in Amman, Minis- 
ter of Planning Ziad Fariz said 

that only through collecting accu- 
rate data on demographic, social 


and economic trends and changes 
can planners chan future prog- 
rammes. 

He said that in the health 
sector the country has succeeded 
in spreading awareness among 
families on birth-spadng. proper 
health care for the child and 
mother and nutrition. 


Foreign 
guests 
tour NHF 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The wives of 
two U.S. senators currently visit- 
ing Jordan Tuesday called at 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) and were briefed on the’ 
foundation’s development pro- 
jects and programmes. 

Mrs. James Jeffords and Mrs. 
Hank Brown toured the NHF 
Jordan Design and Trade Centre 
(JDTC) which extends training, 
technical and marketing assist- 
ance to Jordanian crafts people 
and their families. 

Early in the day, 22 German 
students and two professors from 
the Centre for Development Stu- 
dies at Berlin Free University 
watched a slide presentation on 
the NHF development philoso- 
phy and programmes; toured the 
JDTC and visited Gnieh village in 
Zarqa govemorate, one of eight 
rural communities in which the 
foundation's Quality of Life Pro- 
ject is being implemented. 

The German student’s visit to 
the foundation is part of a two- 
week tour of Jordan. 


House to 
discuss 
controversial 
sales tax 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Low- 
er House of Parliament will 
meet Wednesday to discuss 
the controversial sales tax 
draft law, the new labour 
draft law and a draft coopera- 
tion agreement between Jor- 
dan and China. 

The House will also discuss 
the proposal calling for pro- 
hibiting the arrest or trial of 
any member of the Upper or 
Lower Houses of Parliament. 

The House Judiciary Com- 
mittee Saturday will discuss 
its report on the separation of 
and coordination between 
the three authorities — the 
executive, legislative and 
judiciary. 


Senate expected 
journalists — 



reco 



PA or not 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan remembers late Queen Alia 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Tuesday marked 16 years since the 
death of the Late Queen Alia who was killed in an air crash Feb. 
J. 1977. The helicopter carrying her went down in a snowstorm on 
ts way back to Amman from Tafileh, where she visited the 
lafileh hospital to investigate conditions and services to the 
public. The Health Minister Mohammad Bashir, along with the 
lelicopter crew, also died in the crash. 

Premier urges observance of health schemes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

: . Tuesday issued a circular calling on dvil servants to observe the 
provisions of the health insurance scheme regarding admission of 
emergency cases to private hospitals. The prime minister said 
paragraph B of item 1 of Article 19 of the health insurance scheme 
stipulates that any subscriber to the scheme who enters a private 
KKpital as an emergency case, which is believed to endanger his 
pr her life, has to inform Ai Bashir Hospital within 24 hours 
Allowing his admission, if the patient lives in Amman area. If the 
?atient lives elsewhere, he or she has to inform the health 
department director or the director of any government hospital in 
■he govemorate or district where he. she lives of the case in 24 
lours following admission to hospital. As a follow up on this, 
Health Minister Aref Bataineh sent a circular to the Association 
if Private Hospitals Owners, seeking their assistance in im- 
plementing the prime minister's directives, on emergency admis- 
•ion. 

.- Jordan, EC discuss cooperation 

BRUSSELS (Petra) — Jordan's Ambassador to Brussels Talal 
Sataan AI Hassan met Tuesday with the deputy chairman of the 
European Community (EC) committee and the European com- 
missioner for potitical affairs in the Mediterranean and the Middle 
East regions, Manuel Marine. Mr. AI Hassan and the European 
reviewed Jordanian- EC relations and ways of enhancing 
them. They also discussed the Middle East peace process and 
other issues of common interest. Mr. Sataan conveyed to Mr. 
Marine a written message from Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
laber carrying an invitation to visit Jordan. 

Abu Odeh presents credentials in Cuba 

.-HAVANA (Petra) — Jordan's representative to the United 1 
Nations Adnan Abu Odeh Tuesday presented his credentials to 

■ --uban Vice President Carlos Rafael as Jordan’s non-resident 
ambassador to Cuba. Mr. Abu Odeh conveyed the greetings and 
'eai wishes of His Majesty King Hussein to President Fidel Castro 
:nd to Cuba's leadership and people. In turn. Mr. Rafael 
e quested Mr. Abu Odeh to convey President Castro's greetings 
3 King Hussein anti the Jordanian people, and noted that the 
riendly relations between the two countries have been enhanced 
trough the meetings of the non-aligned movement. 

Yemeni engineers visit RJGC 

tMMAN (Petra) — A Yemeni delegation grouping engineers 
xcialising in urban planning, headed by Mohammad kazem, 
uesday visited the Royal Jordanian Geographic Centre (RJGC) 
here they were briefed on the centre's duties, achievements and 
* role in supporting the development process. The delegation 
ured the various sections and departments, including the 
mote sensing and digital maps production centres. 

.1 Mostaqbal weekly is on the stands 

MMAN (J.T.) — The first issue of AI Mu&taqbal, the weekly 
blicafion of the AI Mustaqbal party went into circulation 
lesdav. It is the first party newspaper to be licensed by the 
vemment. The editor in chief of the newspaper is Suleiman 
•ar, the secretary general of party and member of the Lower 
)use of Parliament. 
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The second big snowstorm hit Jordan Tuesday, closing schools, 
universities and some offices (photo by Yousef AI ’Allan) 

Snowstorm hits again 


AMMAN (R) — A raging snow- 
storm hit Jordan on Tuesday, 
closing Schools and universities. 

The Queen Alia International 
Airport in Amman remained 
open and Army snowploughs 
worked to clear snowdrifts on the 
Kingdom’s main roads. 

Shops closed and most govern- 
ment offices were working with 
reduced staff. 


The snowfall, which began ear- 
lier in the day, hit all parts of the 
Kingdom, dumping about 10 cm 
of snow on the northern Ajloun 
mountain ridge and up to 8 cm on 
some parts of the capital Amman, 
meteorological department offi- 
cials said. 

They said they expected the 
snowfall to continue throughout 
Thursday after which the cold air 
mass would ease. 


Jordan’s dams near capacity 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Up until the 
end of January Jordan's rainy 
season has brought an estimated 
4,786 million cubic metres (mem) 
of rainfall which is 56 per cent of 
the expected annual average of 
8,558 mcm, according to Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation estimates 
announced Tuesday. 

The ministry’s Water Re- 
sources Studies Director Samir 
Hijazin said Wadi Seer received 
150 millimetres, the greatest 
amount so far this winter, while 


Ma'an registered only 1.5 mil- 
limetres for the same period. 

So far the Sharhabil Ben Has- 
neh Dam and rhe Kafrein Dam 
are full at 3.5 mcm capacities 
each. Dr. Hijazin reported. 

The Wadi Ai Arab Dam is 
more than 77 per cent full, at 
13,225 mcm capacity; King Talal 
Dam is nearly 93 per cent full at 
78 mcm. he said. 

Wadi Shueib Dam in the Jor- 
dan Valley with a 2.225 mcm 
capacity is 100 per cent full. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Modernist SdH Life Photographed" at the 
American Centre. 

* Exhibition of watercolour paintings by Syrian artist Nazir 
Sab'a at Katarina Art Gallery. 

* Exhibition of p a inting s by the hie Syrian artist Alfred Hatmal 
at AI Balqa Art Gallery in Fnheis city. 

* Exhibition of paintings by four Arab artists from the United 
States — Ghada Jamal, Helen Khal, Suha Noursi and Afaf 
Znrayfc — at the Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation Gallery in 
Jabal Amman, between the First and Second Circles. 

* Exhibition of photographs by Jean- Philippe Reverdot at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Hayat Jamil Hafez at Alia 
Art Gallery — opening ceremony at 5 p.m. 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Upper House 
of Parliament (Senate) is ex- 
pected to endorse the amend- 
ments its Judiciary Committee 
introduced to the draft press and 
publication law, and many de- 
puties say the Lower House will 
approve at least two of the three 
major expected changes. 

The Senate will cast its vote on 
the draft legislation Thursday. 

The committee had amended 
Article 2 of the draft law, propos- 
ing that “he/she who practices 
jou^rnalism as a profession” be 
recognised as a journalist. 

The article as approved by the 
Lower House restricted recogni- 
tion of journalists to members of 
the Jordan Press Association 
(JPA). 

The committee also amended 
Article 6 of the controversial 
legislation, which says journalists 
have the right to keep their 
sources secret, except from the 
judiciary, proposing that divulg- 
ence of sources be required by 


law “during trial in criminal 
cases." 

The committee proposed that 
40-member Senate approve Arti- 
cle 56 which perscribes punish- 
ment to violators of the law as 
presented by the government. 
The Lower House had voted to 
abolish this article. 

A member of the tipper House 
told the Jordan Times that many 
senators attended the meetings of 
the 13-member committee and 
are in favour of its recommenda- 
tions. while one deputy said the 
two houses “have a general 
understanding” that the Senate 
amends some articles of the law 
and thar die House will endorse 
the amendments. 

Deputy and former prime 

minister Taller A I Masri told the 
Jordan Times the two houses are 
almost agreed on the need to 
change some articles of the law. 
He pointed out that the House 
wanted to reconsider some of the 
articles of the draft legislation 
when it voted on the law in its 
entirety, but could not do so 
because soem deputies argued 


the act would be illegal. 

Another deputy told the Jor- 
dan Times that representatives of 
the two houses might hold a 
coordination meeting before the 
casting of the final "vote on the 
draft law. in order to find a 
compromise and approve the law 
before the end of Parliament's 
current and last ordinary session. 

Article 2 of the draft law is the 
most controversial of the 
amended articles with the JPA 
and non-JPA member journal- 
ists; each lobbying for their 

views. 

The JPA called the Senate 
Judiciary Committee derision to 
amend the law “a dangerous pre- 
cedent that violates norms and 
tradition." It said recognition of 
journalists should be restricted to 
its members so that the profes- 
sion will be regulated and pro- 
tected. 

A committee for the freedom 
of the press formed by non-JPA 
members said forcing journalists 
to join the JPA as a condition of 
recognition encroaches on their 


right to freedom of association. 

It said many journalists who 
are not JPA members will nut be 
able to work if the article w.-«s 
approved as adopted by the 
House. 

Muslim Brotherhood Deputy 
Hammam Sa’id told the Jordan 
Times Tuesday that his 22- 
member bloc will support the 
expected Senate's amendment of 
Article 2. A spokesman for the 
six-member independent Islam- 
ists bloc. Mutair A I Busianji. said 
he supported the amendment, 
while a spokesman for the con- 
servative Constitutional bloc said 
the 15 members of his group have 
not jointly agreed on a common 
stand. He added, however, that 
many deputies are in favour of 
the amendment. He expected the 
House will vote in its favour as 
well. While it is not clear yet 
whether the House will indeed 
va| r favour of reintroducine 
Article 52 to the draft law . many 
deputies expect a vote of approv- 
al to amending Article h. 


Passport 

process 

simplified 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Status and Passports Department 
■ has introduced measures de- 
signed to facilitate staff perform- 
ance and offer the public better 
service, according to Department 
Director General Nasouh 
Muhieddin. 

In a statement Tuesday. Mr. 
Muhieddin said that to speed up 
procedures the department has 
increased the staff charged with 
receiving papers, providing pub- 
lic information, filing and print- 
ing the passports. 

Office hours have also been 
extended, giving applicants until 
2:00 p.m. to pay passport fees, he 
added. 

Mr. Muhieddin said the depart- 
ment is determined to process 
passport applications on the day 
they are received. 

For applicants, a time and 
effort saving measure has been 
implemented; passport applica- 
tions can now be dropped off at 
the Central Post Office. 


Environmentalists focus on Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — An environ- 
ment and energy seminar held in 
Amman Tuesday focused on non- 
traditiona! sources of energy and 
Jordan's energy sources. 

Sufian AI Tal of the Jordanian 
Society for the Prevention of 
Environmental Pollution 
(JSPEP), said the aim of the 
seminar was to reach consensus 
on methods that would help Jor- 
dan reduce the negative consequ- ■ 
cnees of energy use. 

He said solar energy, which is 
safe and inexhaustabie is one of 
the main energy sources to be 
exploited. 

Walter Rodel of the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation — a co- 
organiser of the seminar — said 
nearly 72 per cent of all the 
energy used by the world is pro- 
duced by non-renewable sources 
like coal, oil and gas while 28 per 
cent is produced through wood 
burning, hydro-electric and nuc- 
lear power plants. 

Rizek Taani of the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) said the 
RSS experiments have succeeded 
in utilising non-traditional 
sources of energy to irrigate semi- 
desert land and produce electric 
power. . 



The Jordanian Society for the Prevention of Environmental 
Pollution and the Friedrich Naumann Foundation hold a seminar 
Tuesday in Amman on non-traditional sources of energy (Petra 
photo) 


Petra Systems 
Bull Groupe 


Worldwide 

Information 


Systems 



At a Press Conference held in Amman, on Monday, February 8th, 1993, Mr. Thierry 
Maupile - Managing Director of Groupe Bull - Middle East Operation and Mr. 
Mustafa A.Nasereddin - Managing Director of Petra Systems, signed a Distribution 
Agreement under which Petra Systems was appointed as Groupe Bull Distributor in 
Jordan. 

Groupe Bull was. founded in Europe more than 50 years ago. it is today rooted in Europe and the 
United States and.proyides a wide range of information technology, to the entire world with revenues 
of approximately^ .6 billion in 1991, Groupe Bull invests more than 10% of its revenues in R & D. 

Central to the Groupe Bull strategy is the Bull Distributed Computing Model, a model for 
Customer information systems, which allows them to integrate their existing machines and networks 
(Bull or others)in their strategies for future Information Systems requirements. 

Groupe Bull aJso’xnarkeis the. Bull DPX/2, a UNIX-platform range of servers, based on CISC 
technology. 

Bull DPX/20is a new UNIX product range of servers and workstations based on the POWER 
RISC technology. This line runs under the Bull Open System environment (BOS/X), which is a 
standard defined by the Open System Foundation (OSF). - •" 

Another ijt^ight in the Bull offering is Bull's latest Z-LINE Family from Zenith Data Systems. 

Along:$ftJr the Z-LINE are Bull Compu print printers* which range from 200 character- per- 
secacd Office matrix printers to lOpage-per-minute duplex laser printers. 

Also within ihe Bull offering is the high performance Non Impact Printing (NIP) system Ma/hiJde 
whK^TfflbUides^ a fully Arabized solution. 

Anot^yanetyip Groupe Bull's product range is the CPS Smart Card. Bull holds more than 500 
patents for its unique technology, and has delivered more than 60 million of the smart cards to all 
five continents. 

Also available in the Bull offering, the Bull Retail Information System linking front office op- 
erations (the point of sale) to back office management 

In addition to this impressive array of technology, Groupe Bull is also pleased to present a range of 
vertical Arabized solutions running on a selection of Bull platforms. 


Petra- Systems: Tel: 686608 Fax: 686607 


With our apology for the unintentional mistakes included in yesterday's ad. 
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Blood in the pipeline 

THE OPENING Monday of a new branch of the National 
Blood Bank (NBB) in west Amman is a timely shot in the 
arm of the deficient process of supplying blood to the 
capital. Till this point in time, west Amman and its 
environs had been supplied with urgently needed blood 
mainly by the National Blood Bank, situated in east 
Amman, at a considerable inconvenience to hospitals and 
clinics located in other parts of the city. Transporting 
blood to patients who badly and urgently needed it from a 
distant location required much valuable time, a factor 
that often compromised the safety and survival of those 
patients. But with the opening of the new branch, such 
problems hopefully will be less frequent and complicated. 

It was no coincidence that the opening of the new blood 
outlet took place under the patronage of Their Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath, who im- 
mediately upon knowing about the existence of the 
problem pressed for its rectification. This happened a 
year ago when a child died in a hospital in the Jabal 
Amman area, reportedly because it was not possible to 
supply him with blood immediately. It was in the 
aftermath of this tragic incident, and probably many 
others, that the problem had to be tackled and solved as 
soon as possible. Now that the time factor has been 
| satisfactorily addressed, at least in as far as blood 
supplies to the west Amman area, what remains to be 
done is review the procedures through which blood can 
be made available in minimal time and establish more 
Mood banks in all the regions or the Kingdom that need 
them, preferably, still, in all hospitals. 

Current blood bank regulations call for the donation of 
blood from the family of any patient In need before the 
requested blood is released, even in an emergency 
situation. Often this procedure is cumbersome and time 
consuming. The public is entitled to a more efficient and 
functional approach to this way of blood collection and 
distribution in order to avoid jeopardising lives. 

Thanks to the intervention of Their RoyaLHigihnesses, 
and the valuable aid from the U.S. government, a step 
has finally been taken towards solving the blood supply 
puzzle in Jordan. But there are more measures that have 
to be taken before we can boost of solving totally yet, 
another problem faced by our developing nation. Spread- 
ing awareness about voluntary donation of blood and 
stepping up efforts to reduce car and other accidents are, 
but two measures that could and should be immediately 
adopted. Overhauling our public health services. Caking 
another deep look at the whole health delivery system in 
the Kingdom as well as raising money for existing and 
new medical facilities are goals that may not be achiev- 
able in the short term. Nevertheless, they are within 
grasp if only we would start thinking about them today 1 
and take them seriously. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'l Arabic daily, in its editorial Tuesday, dwelt on the 
contents of His Majesty King Hussein's address to a delegation 
representing the youth sector from the northern badia region, 
noting that his words served as directives leading the young 
generation towards further efforts and further sacrifice for a 
brighter future. The paper noted that the King was careful to 
emphasise the role of the youth as the main element for shaping 
the future of this country, stressing that it is on the youth that 
Jordan depends for the implementation of its socio-economic 
schemes. Stressing the importance of the youth in carrying out the 
task of attaining the aspirations of the nation, the King was 
careful to note to his audience that the leadership and people of 
the country were acting in line with the principles and aiming to 
achieve the goals of the Great Arab Revolt, the paper pointed 
out. Furthermore. King Hussein called attention to the need for 
the youth sector to enhance the concept of democracy through 
their collective efforts dnd their enlightened intellect, the paper 
added. The paper expressed pride in the King's wise leadership 
and his continued endeavour to encourage his countrymen 
towards the fulfilment of the nation’s aspirations. 


TAREQ MASARWEH, a columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily. 
Tuesday praised a motion submitted by Parliament calling on 
Jordan to refrain from imposing any sanctions or siege on any 
Arab state. The writer said that as Arabs, and part of this Arab 
Nation, we should nor try ro harm our brothers and sisters and 
we should realise that our higher national interests come before 
United Nations' orders. Wc take pride in the deputies who put 
forth the proposal, because they realise that nothing should be 
done to harm other Arabs and the western coalition should not be 
allowed to have its way, said the writer. But. he added at the same 
time Jordan alone cannot terminate the sanctions, noting that the 
past two years proved that the other Arab states were not willing 
to take Jordan’s stand. He said that Jordan was continuing to 
supply food and drugs ro the Iraqi people despite the fact that the 
600 trucks carrying these essential products have now been 
reduced to 60 a day. I( is known that the deputies reflect in their 
feelings those of the Jordanian masses, but these same deputies 
also realise that it is impossible for Jordan to shoulder this heavy 
task all by itself and face the sanctions and the mounting pressure 
on the Kingdom, said the writer. He said it should be emphasised 
that the government, which also strives to serve national interests, 
understands fully the situation and was trying to ensure continued 
help to the Iraqi people. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdafla Malki 


Profile of Jordan’s imports 


JORDAN’S imports of goods in 1992 grew, according to official 
estimates, by 19.9 per cent — a staggering jump given the target 
rate of 5.6 per cent admissible under the International Monetary 
Fund-sponsored economic adjustment programme. To downplay 
the seriousness of this alanning increase, a viewpoint has been 
passed around that most of the increase in imports was attribut- 
able mainly to the growth of the benign capital goods imports 
(CGI) which arc necessary to sustain capital formation. Because 
data on the breakdown of imports are not so far available for the 
full year of 1992, that point of view cannot be instantly verified, 
negatively or positively, and thus the pleasant hypothesis of 
capital goods imports endures. 

However, official data on the breakdown of imports are 
available for the first eight months and can be used in more than 
one way to test that hypothesis. With these eight months as a 
reference period, imports reached JD 1,344. 9 million and thereby 
grew by 52 per cent, way higher than the estimated 19.9 per cent 
growth rate for the whole year. This must mean that the 19.9 per 
cent rate was very conservative or that imports plummeted, not 
increased, during the last four months of 1992. The latter is a very 
faint possibility and thus actual figures will force us later to adjust 
the 19.9 per cent rate upwards. 

The same data do indicate that CGI rose at the celebrated rate 
of 96 per cent but the growth rate of the malignant part of 
imports, that is consumer goods, was still alarmingly high at 53 
per cent. 

Another way of testing the situation is to compare the average 
monthly imports in 1992 derived from the eight months data with 
the monthly average of 1991. Here different results are obtained: 
CGI rose ty 95 per cent, but the import of consumer goods rose 
by a mere 10 per cent, a result which tends to confirm the above 
hypothesis. 

Still a more potent method to measure the impact of the 
increase in CGI on the overall growth rate of aggregate imports is 
to segregate the influence of CGI through assuming that CGI in 
the first eight months of 1992 were constant at their 1991 level of 


JD154 and working out the new growth rates. Accordingly, 
imports during the 8-month period readied JD 1,197.4 million 
compared to JD887.5 raiQkm in the corresponding period of 1991. 
On tins count, imports rose by 35 per cent. Actual aggregate 
imports during the last four months of 1992 must drop far behind 
their 1991 level so that the actual growth rate of imports in 1992 
can fall down to the alarming rate of 19.9 per cent, projected by 
the minister of finance in the “budget speech” in December. 

To gain a broader idea about the “strategic” behaviour of 
Jordan imports, we have worked out their growth rate in the 
post-devaluation era of 1989-92 and in the pre-devaluation era of 
1984-1988, after converting import figures into dollars in the years 
under study. Hereunder are the related growth rates: 

1984 - *5 

1985 “ 2% 

1986 - 11% 

1987 + 11% 

Annual average - 2.5% (minus two point five per c*at) 

1989 - 22% 

1990 + 14% 

1991 - 3% 

1992 + 19.9% 



Annual average + 2.2% (plus two point two per cent) 

The above results most be surprising, even shocking, to tire 
proponents of tire devaluation of tire Jordan dinar. The 1988 
devaluation was launched on the assumption that it would check 
imports. The opposite turned out to be true. After falling at 
an average annual rate of 2.5 per cent in the pre-devaluation era 
and thus being on the right track, imports grew at an annual 
average of 2.2 per cent after devaluation which has apparently 
blown them off course. 

These figures must serve to destroy some of the myths that were 
built around currency devaluation, in Jordan in particular mid 
developing countries in general. 


Iraq’s strategy — avoid 
confrontation, split coalition 


& MSN Comnutteeof 
CtaZ Thfe fawrong as the delegation was *"■««**! 
International Federation of the Red CroS5 D ^ r ^ 

Societies, which is a member of the same Red Cross and Red 
■Crescent family, but which should not be confused wnh the 

"XLi, the international movement of the HOMdh 
Red Crescent, commonly called “Internationa^ 1 Red Cross sa 
universal movement conssang of three kinds of neutral and 

independent organisations. These are: <-«***». 

1) The National Societies of the Red Cross or Red Crescent, 

that now exist in 153 countries. . 

2) The International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies facilitates and enhan°« coope ration and 
solidarity among the societies mentioned above, it aiso neips 
those national societies to develop. The federation oners, 
notably, ac ts of assistance and relief to meet the n 5~ s 9* 
populations troubled with natural disasters or armed conflicts, in 
achieving this, the federation supports the national society/ 
societies of tire Red Cross or Red Crescent in the troubled 
countries. The Headquarters of the Federation is in Geneva, 

Switzerland. . , . 

3) The ICRC is the origin of the movement and of the creation 
of International Humanitarian Law (Geneva Conventions of 
1949, Additional Protocols of 1977). Mandated by the Interna- 
tional Humanitarian Law, the ICRC operates particularly m 

i armed conflicts where it demands and looks for the respect and 
protection of the civilians, the wounded and the prisoners or war. 

Present on all battlefields and oriented to emergency situations, 
the ICRC is often led to offer assistance and relief, in cooperation 
with the concerned national societies and their federation. This 
was notably manifested during the Gulf crisis when the ICRC, m 


By Victoria Graham 

The Associated Press 


BAGHDAD, Iraq — As a new 
U.S. administration takes over. 
Iraq is unveiling a new strategy to 
avoid confrontation, make peace 
overtures and split the anti Iraq 
coalition. 

Baghdad wants to end its inter- 
national isolation, have the crip- 
pling U.N. sanctions against it 
lifted and get its economically 
vital oil exports flowing again. It 
also hopes to reinterpret a range 
of U.N. ceasefire demands to its 
own liking. 

The first test of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein's “charm offen- 
sive" could come later this week 
when relatives of two British pris- 
oners intend to visit Baghdad. 

Iraq says that if Britain releases 
its frozen assets, the prisoners’ 
cases would be viewed with com- 
passion. That probably won't 
happen, but Iraq is expected to 
unveil its new diplomacy during 
the visit? " • 

It’s not dear, however, that 
Baghdad can overcome its outlaw 
reputation. 

But with a new man in the 
White House, fractures in the 
Gulf war coalition and increasing 


economic pressures resulting 
from the U.N. sanctions. Bagh- 
dad apparently believes the time 
has come to change tack. 

After provoking confrontations 
in the Bush administration's final 
days. Iraqi offidals have declared 
an open ended ceasefire in which 
they will not challenge allied war- 
planes patrolling the “no-fly" 
zones in the north and south. 

In addition, Saturday’s 
announcement that Iraq now en- 
dorses the U.S.-sponsored Mid- 
dle East peace talks, after vehe- 
mently opposing them, appears 
to be part of the new strategy. 

Last week Iraq offered to don- 
ate S50 million to the U.N. agency 
helping Palestinian refugees, if it 
was permitted to sell oil for that 
purpose. 

That was an ingenious effort to 
tie oil sales to a popular cause, 
whet oil merchants' appetites and 
rewrite the U.N. offer of limited 
oil sales — which Iraq rejected 
earlier to its own liking. 

With oil reserves of some 100 
billion barrels. Iraq is hoping the 
Jure of oil sales and exploration 


will iead foreign businesses to 
pressure governments to ease or 
lift the sanctions. 

Iraqi officials now welcome all 
investors — including the Gulf war 
allies — and many Europeans 
have already opened contacts for 
post-sanctions business. 

Diplomats expect Iraq to make 
further peace gestures in the com- 
ing months. Those could include 
cooperating further with U.N. 
weapons inspectors, disclosing all 
the foreign suppliers of its nuclear 
programme, helping the U.N. de- 
liver humanitarian assistance and 
extending the tenure of U.N. 
guards protecting humanitarian 
aid convoys. 

Iraq especially wants the Un- 
ited States. Britain and France to 
remove the air exclusion zones 
set up to protect Shiite Muslims 
in the south and Kurds in the 
north. It says they were never 
authorised by the Security Ccnin- 
cil and undermine Iraq's 
sovereignty. 

Iraq hopes that the Gulf war 
coalition, already severely frayed 
over the bombing runs authorised 


by Mr. Bush in January, will 
become too weary to deal with 
Baghdad indefinitely. 

Baghdad also hopes Mr. Clin- 
ton will not be driven by the same 
personal animosity towards Sad- 
dam Hussein that appeared to 
motivate President Bush, who 
declared that the U.N. sanctions 
would remain as long as Saddam 
Hussein was in power. 

To do that, Iraq is expected to 
give Mr. Clinton time to reassess 
the situation in hopes that U.S. 
interests will require a stronger 
Iraq to counter Islamic fun- 
damentalism and Iran. 

Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz told reporters that Iraq was 
only asking the Clinton adminis- 
tration “to review the situation in 
an objective, non-personal 
manner.*’ 

U.S. policy against Iraq, he 
. s*kL_“has not made real gains in 
the long-term interests of the 
United States. The situation ...is 
more dangerbus and the pros- 
pects of peace, security and eco- 
nomic development are dimmer” 
than before the war. 




transit camp in Azraq where several hundred thousands of 
evacuees were accommodated and helped. 

The headquarters of ICRC is in Geneva, Switzerland. The 
committee, . which is represented in the region since 1948, 
established delegations in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, the 
occupied territories and in Israel in 1967. Naturally, these 
delegations are still active. 

I hope that these remarks will be of use to you when reporting 
on those organisations in the future and to your readers generally. 


Michel Ducraux, 

Head of the Delegation, 
ICRC, Amman. 


If only we had peace 

To the Editor: 

I am a 10-year-old girt and I would like to tell you how 1 feel about 
the people dying in Iraq. 

1 am sure that the people who died were innocent. Those 
-people were not even involved in the problem that is going on in 
die country. So why should they die? 

I think that It is awful that they die. especially because-of a war. 
Everyone should be happy; we can have peace if we help each 
other. So why don’t we try? That way everyone will be happy. 

Tana Jam a, 

Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes Jetters and contributions Jrom its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication , however, should contain the writer’s full name and 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
edtrtmg. The newspaper is not responsible for die return of unused 
manuscripts. 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWATS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


ii: I . :YiJ 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12-30-3.30 pm 
7.30*41.30 pm 

After the PhHadeipfifa Hotel 
"towards 3rd tirde 


Tel: 659519 659520 


CROWN INTL EST 
Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 
worldwide Removals 
Air. Sea and Land 


TEL: 66 40 90 
FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 
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* Kate Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 
☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Seretce 

■fr UphoJstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Brandies af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 




F^£K*No’ J^E-Crtf ur.aiv'ii 




■hair. t -. a ii -i,u ■ i • 

■ ■■■■■■■■■narriaan 

■ ■■■■„■■■ i.iii.r- 

SjSSSSSSKiitttti 


Jordan Times 





CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities , 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight . 


■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Staled Chinese Chefs 


Opea JfcgAW & 6.-00-11:30 dttiy 


Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 



0«c Tested 

AIumss Loved 





Safety Rnd Style 

S 694-882 


XEROX 


Copy 

Centre 


B Copying ■ Typing 

■ Binding a Faxing 

■ Pian printing 

Tel: 698804 - 583181/3 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

fafanraylcMabbli 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 636968 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every • 

room...! 


IIAIfOTEL 

|U2<|I|IS 


Amman -Tel. 668 193 - 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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^Palestinians push for 
^^European export markets 


LONDON (R) — Palestinian en- 
terprises from the israeli- 
.. occupied territories opened their 
firsttrade fair in Britain Tuesday, 
Punching a bid for expanded 
J European export markets as part 
of their campaign for a Palesti- 
nian state. 

“This is one aspect of the 
*’ Palestinian intifada,” Hanna 

* Siniora, president of the 
European-Palestinian Chamber 
of Commerce, told an opening 

'■ ceremony for the six-day fair for 
about 30 'firms from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

. “We Palestinians are trying to 
~ show the world that we want ... to 
have a place in the international 
community, in trade and com- 
merce and markets — especially . 

■ in Europe.” Mr. Siniora said. 

Abdul Karim Al Mudaris, 

: secretary general of the Arab- 

* British Chamber of Commerce, 
co-organiser of the fair with Mr. 

■ Simora’s group, also stressed the 

* ■ poDtkaJ -aspects of the fair. 

He said the Palestinians, in 
' launching their bid to open new 
markets in the European Com- 
4 ; munity, were at the same time 
“gaining success in asserting their 
= 'national identity.” 

- - “In tins context this fair should 

- . be seen as an . aspect of the 

- * peaceful struggle of the Palesti- 
. nian people to achieve their 

- national aspirations,'' Mr. 

‘ Mudaris told the audience, which 
handed the Kuwaiti ambassador 
r * and other Arab diplomats. 


* In a sign of British support, a 
government official addressed the 
launch ceremony on behalf of 
Overseas Development Minister 
Baroness Chalker, saying Britain 
was committed to the economic 
development of the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

But Ms. Chalker, in the speech 
read by the official, said econo- 
mic growth would remain con- 
strained until a political settle- 
ment was found in the Middle 
East peace talks. 

Afif Safi eh, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation's repre- 
sentative in Britain, hit out at 
Israel, accusing the Jewish state 
of stalling the Middle East peace 
process. “At this pace the quest 
for peace may Jake, decades," he 
said. 

Mr. Siniora, who said a similar 
fair displaying agricultural and 
light industrial goods, handicrafts 
and tourist services was being 
planned for France in April, com- . 
plained about Israeli restric- 
tions on direct Palestinian ex- 
ports. 

Israel keeps tight control on 
development in the occupied ter- 
ritories, restricting the growth of 
agriculture and industries which 
could compete with Israeli pro- 
ducts. 

Ms. Chalker, m her remarks, 
said she hoped that direct Palesti- 
nian exports to Britain would 
amount to about £10 million 
($14.25 million) over the next 
three years. 


Air collision casts pall 
on Iranian festivities 


Worst snowstorm hits evictees 

(Continued from page 1) 


*snow covered tents and only a 
. few evictees braved the storm to 
look for firewood. But they re- 
1. "ceived food, including chicken 
and jam, smuggled in during the 
night. 

Dr. Omar Farwana, head of 
^ their own medical team, said 
more of the men were falling tick. 
- He was worried that the condi- 
tion of some of them would 
If. worsen because of the harsh 
'weather. 

Expellees refused on Monday 
to allow the evacuation of any 
more of their sick or wounded to 
Israel after Israeli troops took 
' ''five ailing evictees from a hospital 
. m the Jewish stale’s South Leba- 
non “security zone” to jails in 
‘Israel Sunday. 


Israel said the five, evacuated 
from the camp by helicopters last 
month, were on a list of 101 of 
expellees Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said a week ago would be 
allowed to return from exile im- 
mediately. 

The Palestinians dismissed the 
U.S.-brokered offer for the 101 
to return and for the term in exile 
for the rest to be cut to a max- 
imum of one year as a manoeuvre 
to avoid U.N. sanctions against 
Israel. 

They insist the U.N. Security 
Council implement Resolution 
799, adopted unanimously a day 
after they were banished on Dec. 
17. It demands Israel takes them 
all back immediately. 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — The 
deaths of 134 people in a collision 
between a jetliner and an air 
force warplane cast a somber pall 
Tuesday as Iran celebrated the 
14th anniversary of the Islamic 
.revolution. 

Aviation authorities 
announced an investigation was 
under way into Monday’s crash, 
which occurred when an SU-24 
jet fighter flew into the tail of the 
Tupolev- 154, a Russian airliner 
leased to the state-run Iran Air 
Tour. 

The warplane was participating 
in a fly past to mark air force day, 
the anniversary of the day when 
aviators became the first branch 
of the Iranian armed forces to 
declare loyalty to Ayatollah 
Ruholiah Khomeini. 

Many of the passengers aboard 
the jetliner were young couples 
making a pilgrimage to the north- 
eastern holy dty of Mashhad as 
an Iranian version of a honey- 
moon. 

The plane was running at least 
an hour late when the military jet 
sliced its tail in mid-air. 

There was no official explana- 
tion for the cause of the crash, 
which sent bodies tumbling to the 
ground. 

But newspapers quoted in- 
formed sources as blaming the 
collision on air controllers and 
the delay in the Tupolev's depar- 
ture. 

AH 132 people aboard the 
leased Russian-built airliner died. 
The death toll rose to 134 when 
Iran confirmed that the pilot and 
co-pilot of the Sukhoi, one of two 
seen near the Tupolev, also were 
killed. 

Newspapers said the Tupolev 
■was one of 10 Russian planes 
rented by Iran Air from the Rus- 
sian state airline Aeroflot last 
year, of which six have so far 
been delivered. 

“The rented planes are adv- 
anced and faultless in their class,” 
said an Iran Air official, quoted 
by Hamsbahri paper. 

Iran is not known to have 
Sukhoi warplanes but Iraq moved 
148 civilian and military planes, 
including 75 Sukhois, to Iran 
during the Gulf war over Kuwait 
to avoid destruction by the U.S.- 
led military alliance. 

The crash occurred at 10.15 
a.m. (0645 GMT), an hour and a 
half after the Tupolev had been 
due to take off. 


Iranian press reports Monday 
quoted witnesses as saying the 
bodies of the victims “scattered in 
the sky and began falling swiftly" 
after the Sukhoi warplane 
crashed into the tail of the airlin- 
er, which was carrying 119 pas- 
sengers and 13 crew. 

Apparently because the crash 
occurred as 10-day revolution 
celebrations approached their cli- 
max, the government did not 
announce die customary day of 
national mourning, angering 
some citizens. The festivities cul- 
minate Thursday, the anniversary 
of the proclamation of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

“People are being really critic- 
al, almost boiling about why this 
happened," said Ali, a taxidriver. 

The plane crash was played 
down by the state-controlled 
radio and television, whose lead 
stories were the visit to Tehran of 
Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugade, and the revolution 
celebrations. 

The families of the victims in- 
itially were told they could collect 
the remains of their loved ones on 
Monday for burial, but later this 
was delayed for a day. 

Television images showed piles 
of debris and clothing on a vacant 
lot inside the Revolutionary 
Guards barracks over which the 
two planes collided, shortly after 
the jetliner took off from 
Tehran's Mehrabad airport. 

The jetliner's crew of 13 in- 
cluded a Russian pilot and four 
other Russians. No other fore- 
igners were on board, civil avia- 
tion authorities said. 

Aviation inspectors have laun- 
ched a search for the plane's 
inflight “black box” recorders, 
which could provide dues. 

The airport serves passenger 
and military aircraft. Its parallel 
runways can endanger dvilian 
flights when warplanes are on 
manoeuvres. 

The Tehran crash was the 
worst in Iran since a Dutch built 
chartered Fokker friendship went 
down south of the capital April 
26, 1992, killing 39 people. 

A passenger plane carrying pil- 
grims from Tehran to Mashhad 
crashed near the capital in Febru- 
ary 1980, killing 128 passengers. 

On July 3, 1988, 290 people 
died when an Iran Air A-300 
Ahbus was shot down by the 
American warship USS Vincen- 
nes over the Gulf. 


Relatives visit Britons • More than meets the e y e 

(Continued from page 1) 
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BAGHDAD (Agencies.) — Two 
Britons jailed by Iraq embraced 
family members weeping for joy 
at Iraq's main prison Tuesday in a 
high-profile mission by the rela- 
tives to win their freedom. 

Iraqi offidals had no immedi- 
ate reaction. Baghdad has linked 
an early release to demands that 
the British government free Iraqi 
assets frozen during the Gulf war. 

.“We are asking the Iraqi gov- 
ernment what their intentions are 
in relations to these two men," 
said British Red Cross chief 
Michael Whitlam, who accompa- 
nied the relatives from London. 

The two Britons, Michael 
Wainwright, 42. and Paul Ride. 
33, ( are serving long terms at 
Baghdad’s Abu Ghraib prison for 
illegally entering Iraq. 

. Mr. Wainwright's mother. Iris, 
sister Heather Home, Mr. Ride's 
wife Julie and their 18-month-old 
son William entered the prison in 
a Russian embassy vehicle. Rus- 
sia handles British interests in 
Traq. 

“They are very well looked 
after," Mrs. Ride said of the 
treatment the prisoners were re- 
ceiving at the prison, 30 
kilometres west of Baghdad. 

She looked cheerful as she 
walked into the lobby of Bagh- 
dad's Al Rasheed hotel after the 
visit, holding William. 

Her husband was sentenced to 
seven years in prison after 
straying into Iraq from Kuwait. 

The mother and sister of Mr. 
Wainwright, serving 10 years af- 
ter having cycled into Iraq from 
Turkey, would not answer repor- 
ters' questions. 

But Mr. Whitlam said: “They 
are looking fit and well.” 


The British government said 
Tuesday Iraq's relations with the 
West would be improved if Bagh- 
dad unconditionally released the 
two Britons. 

Foreign Office Junior Minister 
Mark Lennox-Boyd, rejected 
suggestions from Iraq that Britain 
should unfreeze Iraqi assets in 
return for their freedom. 

“They should release these 
men straight away and then of 
course the future will be slightly 
better from their point of view in 
their relationship with the West." 
he told British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) television. 

Mr. Lennox-Boyd said if Iraq 
needed funds for food and other 
humanitarian goods it should 
take up a U.N. offer for Baghdad 
to sell oil worth some S1.6 billion 
for such purchases. 

Mr. Whitlam said he had asked 
for meetings with Iraqi officials 
whom he expected to see on 
Wednesday but added that he 
was not here to plead their case. 

“I am (here) on a humanitarian 
capacity,’’ he said. “1 am not 
acting as an intermediary be- 
tween the governments.” 

But he said he would explore 
what Baghdad had in mind for 
the prisoners. 

“1 am asking the government 
what their intentions are in rela- 
tions to these men,” he said. 

Iraq released Briton Ian Rich- 
ter in November 1991 after serv- 
ing seven years of a life sentence 
when Britain agreed to release 
about $120 million of Iraq's 
frozen assets to buy food and 
medicine. 

The relatives will visit the 
jailed Britons Wednesday again 
and leave Baghdad Thursday. 


Fifth leftist party gets license 


"there is little reason for the Secur- 
ity Council to reject it." 

Another Western diplomat 
observed that “there cannot be any 
dismissal of the fact that Baghdad 
hopes to gain political capital and 
increased popularity among the 
Palestinians” through suggesting 
that it was willing to “abandon its 
arguments of sovereignly and mar- 
ket freedom for the sake of the 
Palestinian cause." 

But Washington, which led the 
anti-Iraq coalition which fought 
Iraqis out of Kuwait in February 
1991. could turn the proposal 
around and use it as one of the 
bargaining points in its efforts to 
defuse the crisis sparked by Israel’s 
Dec. 17 expulsion of over 400 
Palestinians. 

“The possibility remains open 
that the U.S. might consider 
whether a Security Council 
approval of Iraqi oil sales to raise 

funds to serve Palestinian refugees 
would help pacify the Palestinian 
leadership with a give-and-take 
compromise over the expellee cri- 
sis, “ said another European enovy. 

The Palestinians are insisting on 
punitive measures against Israel 
for refusing to implement Security 
Council Resolution 799, which 
calls for the immediate return 
home of the nearly 400 Palestinians 
the Jewish state expelled to South 
Lebanon in December. 

Israel, coming under increasing 
international pressure, has offered 
to take in 101 of the evictees in 
addition to already allowing the 
return of 1 3 others who it said were 
'expelled in “error." Bui the 
Palestinians rejected the offer 
saying all the evictees, who are 
now stranded in an icy tern camp in 
South Lebanon, should be allowed 
to return home. 

Al stake is the future of the 
American-sponsored Middle East 
peace talks. The next round of the 
multilateral phase of the peace 
talks has already been postponed 
indefinitely. The Palestinians have 
said they would not attend the 
bilateral phase as and when it 
resumes as long as the expellees 
are not allowed to return. 

“No doubt the political strateg- 


ists in Washington would explore 
this avenue with a view that U.N. 
acceptance of the Iraqi offer could 
be a pay-off for the Palestinians as 
part of a deal to resolve ihe crisis." 
said the diplomat. ” 

But Palestinian officials rejected 
the idea out of hand. “The prob- 
lem of ihe expellees and Israeli 
defiance or Security Council re- 
solutions haw to be handled on 
(heir own.” said one of them. “We 
will not accept a linkage, just as the 
West did not accept a linkage 
between the Kuwait crisis and the 
Palestinian problem." 

Shortly after the invasion of 
Kuwait. Iraq coupled its occupa- 
tion of the emirate with Israel’s 
occupation of Arab territories and 
offerel a deal under which an Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait and 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied territories would be contin- 
gent on each other. 

The linkage was dismissed by 
Washington and other Western 
countries as well as some Arabs as 
an Iraqi political ploy to gain 
Palestinian and Muslim sym- 
pathies. 

Senior UNRWA officials in Am- 
man said ihe agency was not in- 
volved in the discussions at the 
U.N. headquarters. 

“I believe its is an issue to be 
handled at the top levels of the 
U.N. and Security Council," said 
Ele Saaf, UNRWA headquarters 
coordinator in Amman. “At this 
point, UNRWA, a strictly non- 
political organisation, is not in- 
volved." 

“Of course we are concerned 
over our budget deficit and would 
be more than glad if the U.N. 
Security Council finds ir fit to 
accept the deal and thus make up 
for the shortfall." he said. 

Mr. Saaf added, however, that 
allocations for UNRWA from the 
oil proceeds under the deal envis- 
aged by resolutions 706 and 712 
could be a long way off. 

“UNRWA would be somewhere 
down the list or priorities in this 
context," he said, referring ali 
further questions to the UNRWA 
headquarters in Vienna, Austria. 


(Continued from page 1) 


“We are happy to start a new 
era operating publicly after the 
hard years of clandestine work." 
he said. 

Interior Minister Jawdat Sboul 
noted that the party pledged to 
obey prohibitions on links with 
foreign organisations. Late last year. 
Mr. Sboul rejected three leftist 
parties on grounds of foreign ties, 
but reversed the decision after 
intervention by the ministerial 
committee and compliance with 


certain prerequisites by the par- 
ties. 

There are noted five licensed 
leftist parties, six pro- 
establishment groups, and the 
Muslim Brotherhood-dominated 
Islamic Action Front. 

The government Monday legal- 
ised the Yaqaza Party, a pro- 
establishment faction led by de- 
puty Abdul Riouf Rawadbeh. a 
minster in several former govern- 
ments. 


U.S. launches Mideast drive 

(Continued from page 1) 

Liberation Organisation (PLO). we are dealing with a group seek- 


Israel's new ambassador to 
Washington, Itamar Rabinovich, 
who presented his credentials to 
Deputy Secretary of State Clif- 
ford Wharton Monday, said that 
allowing the expellees themselves 
to dictate what was acceptable 


ing to derail the talks," said Mr. 
Rabinovich. 

“The Palestinian community 
needs to ask itself whether it is 
interested in the peace process or 
not,” he said. 

If it was, then talks could re- 


was a fundamental mistake be- sume very soon, he said, 
cause they were opposed to the But Mr. Rabinovich said nego- 
peace process. tiations were unlikely to recon- 

“We have to bear, in mind that vene before early April 
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Schmeichel pushes Manchester United 

a point clear 

N (R) — A memorable ".SSt S 


LONDON (R) — A memorable 
save by Peter Schmeichel a mi- 
nute from time pushed Manches- 
ter United a point clear at the top 
of the English Premier League 
Monday as they drew 0-0 at 
champions Leeds. 

United had the edge in a fierce- 
ly contested affair but Leeds 
almost grabbed three points with 
a powerful and perfectly direcred 
Gary McAllister header in the 
dying moments. 

But the Danish goalkeeper di- 
ved swiftly to his left to pull off 
one of the best saves of his career 
at the foot of the post. 

United are now 11-8 on 
favourites to win the cham- 
pionship with second placed 
Aston Villa, who have a game in 
hand, at 13-8. 

Leeds, in 14th place in the 
22-strong division, are only 3-1 
against being relegated but after 
Monday's performance they have 
little to fear. 

The match marked a return to 
Leeds for Eric Cantona, transfer- 
red for 1.2 million pounds sterling 
($1.72 million) to United earlier 
this season and who was duly 
booed by most of the 34,000 
crowd whenever he touched the 
bail. 

Unperturbed, the Frenchman 
produced several pieces of enter- 
prise but was also booked in the 
30th minute for elbowing defen- 
dcr John Newsome. 

Leeds without the injured Gor- 
don Strachan. Chris Fairdough. 
David Weatherall and David 
Rocastie. were forced to give a 
full debut to 17-year-old first-year 
professional Rob Bowman but 
the youngster acquitted himself 
well. 

Schmeichel also pulled off fine 
saves from Tony Dorigo as Leeds 
upped their pace in the second 
haif. 
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relieved Parreira, whose team 
selections are often decimated by 
club commitments. 

The major absentee was terrv- 
permental PSV Eindhoven strik- 
er Romano, whose protests at 
being left out of the starting 






Hne-up for BraziTs latf match 
against Germany landed him m 



a*. 


against Germany landed him m 
another controversy. 

But Parreira stressed there was 
no boycott against the forward: 
"When we need Romano, we will 
call him up. There are no banned 
players,” he said. 

Argentina have also selected 
foreign-based players, including 
Maradona, for the match Febru- 
ary 18 in Buenos Aires. 

Maradona has not played inter- 
national soccer for more than two 
years following his 15-month 
worldwide ban for doping. 

“We will respect Maradona 
without fearing him. There will 
be no special scheme for him,” 
said Parreira. 




Squad: 




Peter Schmeichel 
But United also had good 
chances through Ryan Giggs, la- 
ter substituted, Cantona and 
Mark Hughes. 

Leeds have still not beaten 
United in 10 meetings since re- 
turning to the top flight in 1990. 


Brazil name strong squad 
for Argentina clash 


Brazil have name a virtually 


full-strength squad for next 
week's friendly international 
against Argentina, the match 
likely to mark Diego Maradona's 
return to international soccer. 

Eleven of the Brazil's foreign- 
based stars, including the Depor- 
tivo Coruna pair Bebeto and 
Mauro Silva, were among the 22 
players named by coach Carlos 
Alberto Parreira Monday. 

“We managed to get practically 
all the players we wanted.” said a 




Tomba to miss men s giant slalom: Alberto Tomba tried to get 
out of his sickbed Tuesday morning only to be ordered back into it 
by an Italian team doctor, eliminating the Olympic champion from 
the men's giant siakrai in the World Alpine Ski Championships. 
The Italian triple Olympic champion was ordered to bed Monday 
after coming down with a dose of the flu that has spread across 
) Japan this winter. His temperature was 100 degrees (38 Celsius) 
and a team doctor told him to rest and not think about training 
Monday. On Tuesday morning, his temperature was still about 
100, and doctors said he needed four or five days of rest to get back 
into shape. But those dose to Tomba said he'd never lie stifl for 
that and would either compete in the men's slalom, scheduled for 
Sunday, or head home now to recuperate. Losing Tomba to loess 
was a major blow to a ski meet that has already lost two top 
women. Switzerland's Chantal Bournisseo, considering a fron- 
trunner for the downhill title, flew home Sunday morning, her 
season ended alter breaking her right ankle while playing 
volleyball. Austria's Sabine Ginther, one or the best all event skiers 
in the world and a particular medal threat in the combined, was 
knocked out by a knee injury. 


Julius Erving elected 
to Hall of Fame 


SPRINGFIELD, Massachusetts 
(R) — Julius Erving, a star in two 
leagues, and Bill Walton, who led 
championship teams in college 
and the National Basketball 
Association, head a list of six men 
and two women elected Monday 
to the Basketball Hall of Fame. 

Erving and Walton will be 
joined by Walt Bellamy, Dan 
Isscl, Dick McGuire, Calvin Mur- 
phy, Ann Meyers and Juliana 
Semenova in the Hal! in Spring- 
field, Massachusetts. 

Erring, whose grace and soar- 
ing acrobatic skills changed the 
way the game was played and left 
a generation of schoolyard play- 
ers attempting to imitate his 
moves, was a three-time Most 
Valuable Player in the American 
Basketball Association and 11- 
time Ail-Star in the NBA. 

He moved to the NBA in 1976 
and was an All-Star in all of his 11 
seasons with Philadelphia, lead- 
ing the 76eis to the League 
championship in 1983. 

Walton led UCLA to three 
national championships. During a 
10-season professional career, 
Walton led the Portland Trail 
Blazers to the NBA title in 1977 
and was a key player off the 
bench for Boston when the Cel- 


tics won the 1986 championship. 
Walton was named the League's 
MVP in 1978. 

Bellamy became one of only 16 
players to score 20,000 career 
points In 14 NBA seasons with 
seven teams. 

Issel. currently coach of the 
Denver Nuggets, was a scoring 
star for the ANB Kentucky Col- 
onels and thie ANB Nuggets and 
set 23 school records while at the 
University of Kentucky. 

McGuire, was a first-round 
draft choice in 1949 and had an 
11-year career with the New York 
Knicks and Detroit Pistons. 

The 5-foot-9 (1.75 metres) 
Murphy played 13 seasons with 
the San Diego and Houston 
Rockets beginning in 1970 and 
remains the NBA club's all-time 
leading scorer with 17,949 points. 

Meyers, who starred at UCLA, 
was the first woman to be named 
All-America four consecutive 
seasons. She was also a member 
of the U.S. Olympic team that 
won the silver medal at the 1976 
Montreal Games. 

The 7-foot (2.13 metre) Seme- 
nova is a former star of the Soviet 
Union who, beginning in 1968, 
never lost a game in 18 years of 
international competition. 


Ahdy Capp 




you see, pal. I’m the 

BIG SHOT HERE. 1 YOU'RE 
NOTHIN' ROT AH iNSHMiCKANT 
PIKE OF THIS OOMiC STRIP .' , 

ym/re so small You r 
hardly measl anything | 

AT ALU 




Goalkeepers — Taffard (Par- 
ma), Zetti (Sao Paulo). 
Defenders — Luiz Carlos Winck 
(Gremio), Cafti (Sao Pardo), 
Recardo Rocha (Real Madrid), 
Mozer (Benfica), Ricardo Gomes 
(Paris SL Germain), Cdio Silva 
(Internacional/Porto Alegre), 
Branco (Genoa), Roberto Carlas 
(Pahneiras). 

Midfielders — Mauro Silva 
(Deportivo Coruna), Donga (Pes- 
cara). Luiz Heurique (Monaco), 
Silas (Internacional/Porto 
Alegre), Rai (Sao Paulo), Vddo 
(Paris St. Germain), ZfaAo (Ptd- 
meiras). 

Forwards — Edmund o (Pal- 
menas), Bebeto (Deport i vo Coru- 
na), Careca (Napoli), Evair (Pal- 
meiras), Muller (Sao Paulo). 


Al Faisali score 7-2 
win over A1 Shabab 


By Aieen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times' 


"-AMMAN — Jordan's undis- 
puted No. 1 soccer star Jiryes 
Tadros Tuesday scored three 
of AI Faisali's seven goal?' in 
their first match against the 
United Arab Emirates' (UAE) 
A1 Shabab Club at the 8th 
Arab Soccer League Cham- 
pions' Tournament held in the 
Qatari capital, Doha. 

Depending on close-knitted 
teamwork, Jordan's 1992 soc- 
cer champions. A! Faisali, 
scored an impressive 7-2 win 
over A1 Shabab m the third 
match of the tournament. 

Al Faisali's Mousa Awad 
scored the first goal from a 
long overhead pass by a team- 
mate and firmly hit the ball to 
the right of the goalkeeper in 
the 12th minute. Teammate 
and Jordan's national team 
captain. Jama! Abu Abed, 
scored a similar goal ten mi- 
nutes later. 

The most stunning of the 
match's nine goals was Al 
Faisali's third goal in the 29th 
minute, scored by Subhi Sulei- 
man just a few metres away 
from the centre line. 

Al Shabab rarely 
approached Al Faisali's goal- 
keeper and did not have any 
real chances except for a penal- 
ty shot in the 32nd minute. 










Jiryes Tadros 


Jamal Abu Abed 

However their key striker, Issa 
Sangour, failed to score. 

Ai Faisali’s Suleiman scored 
his team's fourth goal four 
minutes before the end of the 
first half after getting a pass 
from Abu Abed inside the 
penalty box, thus ending the 
first half 4-0 for Al Faisali. 

Al Faisali's Tadros scored 
the first of his goals just 20 
seconds into the second half, 
giving his team a commanding 
5-0 lead. 

Al Shabab’s strikers took 
advantage of Al Faisali's all- 
out attacks and scored their 
team’s first goal by Khamis 
Sa'd in the 50th minute. 

Ten minutes later, Al Faisa- 
li's Tadros scored his second 
and his team’s sixth goal. He* 
then added another goal from 
a header after an accurate pass 
from Abu Abed. 

Al Faisali’s energy seemed 
to subside in the final ten 
minutes of the match, while 
their opponents tried to catch 
up and settled for a second 
goal in the final minute of the 
match which ended 7-2 for Al 
Faisali. 

Al Faisali next meet Egypt's ; 
Ai IsmaHi Sunday. 

In other matches of the 1 
tournament, Tunisia's Al Tarji 
beat Palestine’s Al Quds 7-0 
while Al Arabi of Qatar drew 
0-0 with Saudi Arabia's Al 
Shabab. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIE? 


Scotland manager insists on Durie call-up 


GLASGOW (R) — Scotland manager Andy Roxburgh invoked 
FIFA rules Monday by demanding the release of Tottenham 
striker Gordon Durie for next week's World Cup qualifier against 
Malta. Roxburgh took the decision after consulting the English 
Premier League dub and Durie, who will now miss Sunday’s F.A. 
Cup fifth round against Wimbledon. Durie was included in a 
squad of 19 for the group one game in Glasgow on February 17 
when Scotland hope to run up a big score against weaker 
opposition. The Scots dedded against requesting the release of 
Gary McAUister and bryan McOair before the World Cup dash 
against Switzerland. Both made dub appearances on the Sunday 
but were dearly jaded in Berne three days later. 


Navratilova misses French Open again 


BECKENHAM, England (AP) — Nine time Wimbledon cham- 
pion Martina Navratilova again misses this year's French Open 
and will play in a grass court tournament at Beckenham, 
organizers said Monday. Die veteran lefthander, ranked third in 
the world, also skipped the Australian Open but last week upset 
No. 2 Steffi Graf on the way to winning the Toray Pan Pacific 
tournament in Yokohama, Japan. Navratilova will use the May 31 
June 6 Beckenham grasscourt event to tune up for Wimbledon. 


Jockey Club halves whip limit 



LONDON (R) — A controversial plan to limit the use of the whip 
during races was given the go-ahead Monday by the Jockey Cub, 
British horse radng's ruling body. From July 5, jockeys may face 
an inquiry for striking a horse more than five times. At present 
the limit is 10. The stewards of the Jockey Club endorsed the 
recommendations, made by the disciplinary committee, despite 
strong criticisms horn jockeys when they were made public last 
month. Jockey Club spokesman David Pipe stressed the new 
guidelines did not necessarily mean a jockey would face the 
stewards for using his whip six times or more. Other recom- 
mendations to be endorsed included training for inexperienced 
jockeys on the use of the whip and keeping the whip arm below 
shoulder height. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

Tnfim Mnfta Samoa*, me. 


WHICH FINESSE? 



North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A 10 2 

<?» 7 5 
.A Q 5 3 

* J64 

WEST EAST 

♦ 8 76 ♦ Q 9 4 3 

vQ J 8 G 4 9 K 2 

C- 10 8 2 v J 9 

♦ K 3 4 10 9752 




0 10 8 2 V J 9 

♦ K 3 ♦ 10 9752 

SOUTH 

♦ K J5 
? A 10 3 
> K 7 6 4 

♦ A 98 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 


Opening lead: Six of 9 

When you have a choice of fi- 
nesses, you can sometimes take both 
if you try them in the right order. 
However, your best bet could be to 
take neither! 

Three no trump was an easy 
enough contract to reach- With at 
lew 27 high -card points in the com- 
bined holding. North did not expect 
South to have any problem landing 
nine tricks. 

After the opening lead of the six 
of hearts, the Rule of Seven tells us 


it is correct to hold up the ace of 
hearts for just one round. Therefore, 
South should allow East's king of 

hearts to hold and win the 

continuation. 

With finesses in both black suits ! 
available, declarer can combine 
chances fay first taking the spade 
finesse into the safe hand— East. If 
it wins, declarer needs only a normal 
split in diamonds to reel in nine, 
tricks, but when it loses South will 
still be able to try the dub finesse. 
Unfortunately, that also (ails —and 
so does the contract 

With careful timing, declarer 
need take neither finesse; the enemy 
can be recruited to do South's work. 
After winning the ace of hearts, de- 
clarer should take exactly three 
rounds of diamonds to strip that 
suit from the defenders' hands. 
Then declarer exits with a heart 


West can cash two more hearts, 
on which declarer discards a spade 
and a club from dummy and a dia- 
mond and a club Grom hand. Now 
West must broach one of the black 
suite and whichever West chooses 
presents declarer with the fulfilling 
trick in that suit Note that had 
declarer cashed all four diamonds. 
South would not have been able to 
discard safely on the hot heart. 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson , Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Take 
all with a grain of salt this morning. 
It's best to resist revising schedule 
now. This evening you may want to 
resign yourself to the fact that a 
relationship needs reviewing. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Meditate, concentrate and reflect 
upon the various activities and 
interests in your life and you can 
reach the right solution Tor future 
handling. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can today inform your friends 
and acquaintances on just what 
party they can play in a most 
important manner in your scheme 
of things. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Deciding upon when, how and 
where you can best attend to what- 
ever civic or community conditions 
can best be resolved in your favour 
is possible. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Wise persons who have 
the answers to your most vital 
questions are available to give you 
the solutions that can best fit your 
requirements. 

LEO: (July 22 no August 2 1 ) Your 
intuitive processes are accurately 
working overtime and you would 
be wise to listen to and follow the 
suggestions they indicate to you. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Much conversation with those 
you regard as partners is advisable 


now as you will be able to reach a 
much dearer understanding than 
in the past. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 

22) A wonderful day to take a good 

look at your surroundings and do 
whatever wifi increase their charm, 
productivity and efficiency for your 
future. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 no 
November 21) Your day to get oiti 
to the various entertainments and 
amusements that bring your re- 
lease and surcease from the cares 
and worries of everyday week. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 tto 
December 21) Your home should 
be where your heart is today and 
tonight and you can have a real 
feeling of wellbeing in that vital 
realm of your affairs. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take some time out 
this day to delve into ideas and 
viewpoints that can be beneficial to 
vou during the coming days, think 
deeply. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Even while in other week- 
day activities think in terms of 
what you can do to have more 
abundance and you have brilliant 
ideas in the back of your mind. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have an excellent day now 
ro do pretty much whatever you 
would like, for your judgement is 
good and you see ways to imple- 
ment your ideas. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





“Waiter! This artichoke heart 
is still beating!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
byHwwf Arnold 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




THIS IS OFTEN 
A GOOt? BOOK'S 

equal. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PIVOT LOWLY BELIEF DEFINE 

Answer The kind of case on which the lazy lawyer scent 
too much time — PILLOW 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Boutique 
5 Headliner 
9 Battle 

14 Anklebones 

15 Large amount 

16 Goddesses of 
the seasons 

17 Mine entrance 

18 Flair 

19 Giant with 100 
eyes 

20 Three Adamses 

23 Pindar product 

24 Sign ol the 
Zodiac 

25 Moralizing 
lecture 

29 Coagulate 
31 Health resorts 

35 Be of use 

36 — avis 

37 Govt. gp. 

36 Three Carters 

42 Cuckoo 

43 Training school 
letters 

44 Arab chieftain 

45 Certain worker 

47 Tchro.' org. 

48 Insolent 

49 Old tang. 

51 Droop 

52 Three Davises 
59 Showed again 

80 Help a criminal 

81 Track 

63 Muse of poetry 

64 Security of a 
lund 

85 Actress Gear 
68 Palmer or Ross 

67 — of Owes 

68 Art deco name 



T/ttmiMiSanKu Me 
MnigteinMOTtd 


DOWN 

1 Depot abbr. 
ZPUgrimapew 
Mecca 

3 GaHhnaufry 

4 Central pan 
SExpet&tious 

6 Diacritical mark 

7 Asian range 

8 Aubemnots ol 
TV 

9 Ladd movie 


10 Trunks 

11 Incite 

12 Heavy mallet 

13 Footttke part 

2 1 — prosequi 

22 Relieve 
25 Attacked 
26SheepMce 

27 Aphorism 

28 Three 

29 Kind of ray 

30 MsBombeck 

32 Sheets of glass 

33 Certain 
mosquito 

34 Frightening 
36 Stand 

39 Group of 
political 
intriguers 

40 Sweater size 

41 Singer Sumac 
46 Skirt feature 
48 Fight 

SO Exasperate 
5iTooy 

52 Actor Richard 


Yesterday's Paris Solved- 


oana nnnraa 
nnrara rsrb nnainn 

nM nr RR n n^[j B ni,n 

nnnBDmnnnnnnoiin 

rcrcrap QEHnri 

monne hohr 

hheirb nnnn 


53ParlofO&D 

54 — au rftum 

55 am» of Israel 
58 Tiny particle 


SvSar*" 8 * 

59 Johnny — . 
62Pr »varieate 
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Romania seeks oil and gas 
deals with Gulf Arab states 


VBU DHABI (R) — Romania is 
eeking to refine crude oil from 
3utf Arab states to boost output 
tt its refineries. Deputy Foreign 
ifiiiister Gheorghe Tinea has 
aid. 

He told Reuters he was also 
liscussing projects with Gulf 
:tates to develop gas liquefaction 
facilities in Romania to serve as a 
xuidiiit for the Gulf region's gas 
exports to Europe. 

He said talks include a long- 
erm project for a pipeline and 
gas terminal on the Black Sea. 

“We have to increase our im- 
ports of crude. We are obliged to 
meet (refining) capacity of 30 
million tonnes.” Mr: Tinea said. 

Mr. Tinea is visiting the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) to Tjoost 
sconomic ties under a bilateral 
agreement signed, by the two 
countries last August. Oil refin- 
ing cooperation is one of the 


agreement’s five objectives. 

He said oil and gas talks would 
figure high on die agenda of 
discussions during his stay of 
several days in Abu Dhabi and 
later in Qatar, Oman and 
Bahrain. 

“In all the Guif countries this is 
one of the main issues of discus- 
sion. Gas is a little more com pi i- 


Nicolae Irimie, Romania's 
ambassador to the UAE. said 
Romania imports about eight mil- 
lion" tonnes of crude oil per year 
(160,000 barrels per day) from 
Iran. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the 
IJAE and Libya. 

It also imports about five mil- 
lion tonnes of crude per year 
(100,000 b/d) from Russia. 
Domestic crude production 


cated. You have to liquefy it, you , stands at eight million tonnes," 
need terminals. But this is in the Mr. frhnie said. 


picture, we are going to discuss 
it.” he said. 

“After liquefying it they can 
export through .the Danube to 
pans of Europe," Mr. Tinea said. 
“We are interested in how we can 
link ourselves... to the projects, 
like the Iranians are talking of a 
pipeline which will reach Ukraine 
in the north. We want to be in the 
picture with all this." 
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Jordan Times 

in co op e ration with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Hi Dollar in International Maiiutts 


Oirnncx 


Tokyo 
Close 
"“ r 9 i 2/93 

Swans Pound' 

1.43*0 

1.4322 

Deuf-cbe Marl 

1.6570 

1 .661! 

.Sorb, Franc 

1.5360 

1.5415 

French Franc 

5.60»0 

5. olli •* 

Japanese Yen 

12 5. SO 

122.35 

Earopean Current Unit 


1.1739 •* 
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'Eurocurrency Interest Bates 
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Currency 

> VTTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


VS. Dollar 

MWfM 

BBT9 

3.25 

im 

Sterling Pound 

6.43 

6.12 


5.50 

Deutsche Mari, 

6.50 

6.16 

7.75 

7.25 

Swiss Franc 

5.57 

5.31 

5.12 

4.93 

.French Franc 

11.31 

11.25 

10.12 


Japanese Yen 

3. On 

B8Bi 

3.21 

3.21 

European Current) Unit 

BUB 

9.31 

9.00 

S.55 
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Pradun Metals t 



Data: f 

2. 93 

M trial 

L'SD-Of 


Metal 

I'SDfOz 

JD/liro 

Cold 

327.95 

6. 35 


3.07 

.oso 


II kind 

Central Bank of Jo nlau 


Exchange Rate Hu We tin 

Date: 9/1 


95 


Current) 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6920 


SlirS»C Pound 

0.9364 

0.9933 

DruLsrbr Mark 

0.4161 

0.4162 

Swiss Franc 

0.4465 

0.4507 

French Franc 

0.1230 


Japanese Yen 

0.5650 


Dutch Cuilder 

0.5b 97 

0.3735 

Swedish Krona 

p.mi 

0.0926 

Italian lira 

0.0452 

0.0454 

HtJchui Franc 

0.02016 

0.02026 


Other Cnnaodn 


9:2/93 


Cum- no 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini IKnar 

1.6150 

1.6290 

IdiiiDEw |jrj 


0.03955 

Saudi Rival 

0. 1 642 

0.1650 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2300 

2.2*00 

tjalari Rival 

o.n->5 

0.1666 

Egyptian Pound 

0.1950 

0.2150 

Omani Rival 

1.7620 

1.7630 

1 IF: Dirham 

0.1675 

0. 1666 

Oreth Drachma 

€.5105 

0.3255 

t'vpritrt Pound 

1 . 5*00 

1.4190 


CAB Indices for Awman Financial Market 


Index 

7 ; qq 5 • Yre 

6 7:19*3 t u ~' 

■Ml-Shart 

I SS 

144.06 


13* . 25 

1 36 . 5e 

Insurance Sector 

2lo.*4 

216.3* 

<«Jasr> Swinr 

270.69 

269.45 

BH 

256.65 

259.62 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


TpLONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
% ■ leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
. on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


lie U.S. dollar 


>ne sterling 
■ >nc ounce of gold 


1.2667/72 

Canadian dollar 

1.6575/85 

Deutschemarks 

1.8650/60 

Dutch guilders 

1.5365/75 

Swiss francs 

33.20/24 

Belgian francs 

5.6100/50 

French francs 

1530/1535 

Italian lire 

122.51/56 

Japanese yen 

7.4800/900 

Swedish crowns 

7.0200/300 

Norwegian crowns 

6.3350/450 ■ 
1.4230/40 

Danish crowns 

£327.70/328.20 



Mr. Tinea said Romania wants 
to buy crude oil direct from the 
UAE and refine it for a free for 
export to pans of Europe. 

Current refining output is ab- 
out 20 million tonnes a year 
(400.000 b/d). he said. 


He said negotiations were 
going on for a loan from the Abu 
Dhabi Fund for Economic De- 
velopment (ADFED) to develop 
Romania's petrochemical indus- 
try. 

Paul Coman, Romania's minis- 
ter of state for economic and 
financial affairs, had said in July 
that the loan would be used for 
seven or eight oil projects includ- 
ing one to increase the country’s 
refining capacity. 

Mr. Tinea said Romania's 
President Ion Iliescu would dis- 
cuss the loan with ADFED offi- 
cials during a visit to the Gulf 
region which may take place in 
April. 


Qatar to build $275m . 
steel mill this year 

DUBAI (R) — Qatar will start building a $275 million steel mill with 
an annual capacity of 500,000 tonnes before the end of the year, an 
official was quoted Tuesday as saying. 

. Nasser Al Mansouri, head of the Qatar Steel Company (QASCO), 
told Al Khaleej newspaper the firm was also upgrading an existing 
mill built to produce 526,000 tonnes per year to reach 700,000 tonnes. 

QASCO, founded in 1974, produced 567,000 tonnes of steel blocks 
in 1992 and would increase output from the original mill by 140,000 a 
year until it reached the target, he said. 

It sold products in'1992 worth 700 million riyals ($192.4 million) to 
achieve a record profit of 145 million riyals ($40 million), he added. 

Mr. Mansouri said 25 international companies had submitted bids 
to build the new mill and “strong competition" was expected 
between German, Japanese, Italian and British firms. 

QASCO will have to double its paid up capital of $82 million 
‘‘which is welcomed by the foreign partners. The company will not 
find difficulty to finance the new project locally and international.'’ 
he said. 

The Qatar government owns 70 per cent of QASCO. Japan's Kobe 
Steel Ltd. holds 20 per cent while the remaining shares are held by 
the Japanese trading house Tokyo Boeki Co. 


Iran plans $4b investment in petrochemicals 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Mon- 
day it planned to invest $4 billion 
on its petrochemical industry in a 
five-year plan starring in March 
1994 which would help increase 
capacity to 12 million tonnes. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA quoted Deputy Oil Minis- 
ter Ahmad Rahgozar as saying 
the ministry estimated 60 per cent 
of the capacity in the second 
development plan would be ex- 
ported. 

Iran's first five-year develop- 
ment plan ends in March 1994 
and the government is now draw- 
ing up plans for a second plan to 
follow it.. 

rRNA said Iran's petrochemic- 
al capacity in the first plan stood 
at nine million tonnes. 

It quoted Mr. Rahgozar as 
telling the Hamshahri newspaper 


that the investment would be 
enough “to undertake six pet- 
rochemical projects in the second 
development plan." 

“Studies have already been 
made on the international status 
of the petrochemical products 
and certain plans have been 
adopted for exporting the pet- 
rochemical products,” he said. 

He said that among the pro- 
ducts Iran was planning to export 
were plastics and a fuel additive 
used in lead-free petrol. 

“Also studies have been made 
on the ways and means for direct 
foreign investment in Iran as well 
as on partnership with foreign 
entrepreneurs.” he said, but 
added that a foreign' roje would 
have to be first approved by the 
government. 

IRNA said the current value of 
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ARAB BANE 

40 
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.250 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

■ 10 

,100 

5 

.050 

5 
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.050 

BANK OF JORDAN 


696 

2J 

.000 

22 

.500 

22 

.500 
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B 
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4 

.120 

4 
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4 
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5 
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2 

.480 

2 
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4 
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4 
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4 
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.700 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

2* 
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3 

■ WO 

3 
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3 
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3 
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3 
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9S 
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1 

.800 

1 
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1 

.840 
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I 
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1 
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5 
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b7 

992 

4 
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n 
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1 
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JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

4 

747 

0 
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O 

.880 

0 

,870 

ATTANOEBP CONST. MATERIAL HAND FACTOR INC 

87 

515 
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33 
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2 
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.360 
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17 
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UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

5 
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14 

.200 
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1 

■ 260 
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4 

.200 
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1 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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1 
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4 
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4. 
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9 
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9 
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IS 
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4 
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1 
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1, 

■ 990 
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5. 
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■ 800 
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Iran's petrochemical products 
was about $800 million which it 
said was expected to rise to $2 
billion in two years. 

It said Iran’s revenues in the 
past year from the export of 1.5 
million tonnes of petrochemical 
products stood at about $150 
million and were expected to rise 
to $400 million in two years. 

IRNA also said Iranians were 
consuming so much energy that 
the country may be forced to halt 
oil exports early in the next cen- 
tury to meet domestic demand. 

The agency quoted 
Mohammad-Jaafar Eslami, depu- 
ty deputy director of the official 
Plan and Budget Committee, as 
saying that oil consumption in 
Iran had grown almost fourfold in 
18 years. 

Mr. Eslami said that if domes- 
tic demand continues to grow, 
“oil exports will drop to nil by the 
rime the next generation" reaches 
adulthood. 

Mr. Eslami said oil consumption in 
Iran had &r o w n 99.1 
barrels in 1973 to 395 million 
barrels in 1990. 

He added that the nominal 
capacity of the country’s power 
plants had doubled since 1979, 
while the number of subscribers 
had tripled. 

Mr. Eslami said die consump- 
tion of natural gas had risen from 


2.5 billion cubic metres in 1979 to 
25 billion cubic metres in 1992. 

The bulk of the energy, Mr. 
Eslami said, said for household 
use, and did not indicate in- 
creased economic activity. 

Iran, a major oil exporter 
among the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries, is 
grappling with a rapidly growing 
population of 60 million which is 
set to double in 25 years. 

Iran's current OPEC quota res- 
tricts production to 3.5 million 
barrels a day. but its production 
capacity is about 4.2 million. Oil 
officials say that will increase to 

4.5 million barrels a day later this 
year. 

But industry experts say any 
increase beyond that will need 
massive investments to overhaul 
the county's outdated produc- 
tion facilities. 

Iran's population grew by 23 
million from 1977 to 1992, but its 
economic infrastructure re- 
mained stunted by the turmoil of 
the 1979 Islamic revolution, and 
the devastating eight year war 
with Iraq which halted in August 
1988. 

Iran's gas reserves total 20 tril- 
lion cubic metres, the largest of 
any single country. But only a 
fraction of Iranian households 
and industries receive piped gas. 


Petra Systems becomes France’s 
Groupe Bull distributor for Jordan 


AMMAN — Petra Systems 
and Groupe Bull of France 
held a joint press conference 
Monday, February 8 during 
which they announced the 
appointment of Petra Systems 
as Groupe Bull distributor for 
Jordan. 

Mr. Mustafa Nasereddin, 
managing director of Petra 
Systems, said that “the com- 
pany will market and support 
the wide spectrum of Groupe 
Bui! solutions from Zenith 
Data Systems Pcs and Note- 
books at one end, to Unix Rise 
platforms and mainframe sys- 
tems for high-end customers 
adding as well specific solu- 
tions such as ATMS, POS and 
high-speed Arabic printing 
Systems.” 

Mr. Thierry Maupile, man- 
aging 'director of Groupe Bull 
Middle East Operations, 
added that Groupe Bull, one 


of the largest information tech- 
nology suppliers in the world 
and European leading com- 
pany with worldwide revenues 
of nearly $6 billion in 1992, is 
active in 120 countries with a 
workforce of 35,000 em- 
ployees. Bull, he said, is dedi- 
cated to meeting the needs of 
the Jordanian customers, as it 
is doing around the world, by 
providing, total solutions 
(hardware, software and ser- 
vices) tailored by industry 
markets (public sector, bail- 
ing, retail, manufacturing and 
telecommunications). 

The press conference was 
followed by a reception 
attended by the Jordanian 
minister of industry and trade, 
the French ambassador to Am- 
man, a large number of people 
interested in information sys- 
tems and journalists. 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:00. 8:30. 10:30 

Free Car Parking • 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Robert De Niro & Nick Nolte 

In 

CAPE FEAR 

Shows: 12:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 
Special show for children on Th. & Fri 

at 11:00 a.m. 

The Bugs Bunny! 



Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 s 


Basic Instinct 

Starring: Michael Douglas 
and 

Shard Stone 

Shows: 12:30. 3J0, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 



Tel.: 675571 

Nahil Al ASashfini Theatre 


Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 

Tuesday January 5th marks the opening of 
the new theatre season presenting: 

IPaircclGCHiQEHGEEtf a 5 © wa 
Daily at 8:30 p.m.- 
Tickets office open aii day 




Nabil & Hisham's 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


' ' . presents 

“Welcome New World Order — 93” 

s political comedy review 

Daily, except for Saturdays & Sundays at 8:30 p.m. 
Matinee on Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. 

Box office open daily 



Bank 
warns 
in stoc 


TEL AVTV (R) — The governor 
of the Bank of Israel warned 
Israelis that the Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange could become a “finan- 
cial bubble" that could wipe out 
their savings. 

Jacob Frenkel’s comments on 
army radio ignited protests from 
bankers Tuesday, who main- 
tained they did not believe stock 
values were inflated. 

“What is important here is real 
investments, in factories, in em- 
ployment, in export, and not 
some financial bubble that grows 
and grows.” Mr. Frenkel told 
army radio Monday. “We must 
be very wise in this matter.” 

The blue chip shares index has 
doubled in the past year, closing 
Monday up 1.20 per cent to 
218.17 — based on 100 on Jan. I . 
1992. The 1992 performance, a 
record, followed strong rises in 
the previous two years. 

The Tel Aviv Stock Exchange 
had no immediate comment on 
Mr. Frenkel’s statements. Blue 
chip stocks fell in initial trading. 

Israeli shares, blue chips as 
well as small issues, had risen 
Monday for a seventh consecu- 
tive day. A private fund manager 
said: “With so much cash seeking 
to be invested, why should the 
market stop?" 

But Mr. Frenkel, a former 
chief economist of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, warned 
Israelis the stock market did not 
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guarantee rising stock prices. 

“I must tell you :hat I am 
worried when I see people endan- 
ger all their savings for retire- 
ment, for old age. taking them 
out of savings funds just to invest 
them in the market." Mr. Frenkel 
said. 

The head of the bank repeated 
his warning on army radio Tues- 
day. saying optimism about the 
economy had spurred growth but 
many investors did not under- 
stand the risk. 

“Today we see people with 
savings, who don't understand 
exactly what goes on with the 
market, entering it like a herd, 
and thinking that what happened 
yesterday must also happen 
tomorrow.” Mr. Frenkel said. 

Prixate banking officials dis- 
agreed, saying the substantial 
growth in the Israeli economy 
since 19S9 when Soviet Jewish 
immigrants began arriving justi- 
fied the rising market. 

"I do not think this is hyster- 
ia.” said Meir peles of Bank 
Leumi. the second largest bank in 
Israel. “I am somewhat amazed 
by harsh terms like 'financial 
bubble.’” 

"For a long period there has 
been a rise in the market, of 
hundreds of per cent in the last 
three years.” the bank official 
told army radio. ”1 do not think 
what is happening with us is a 
financial bubble.”' 


Australian 
unveils an 
economic 

CANBERRA (R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Paul Keating 
raised the stakes Tuesday in his 
bid to hold power, unveiling a 
package of spending measures, 
corporate tax breaks and asset 
sales aimed at boosting the eco- 
nomy. 

The stock market surged, 
bonds rallied and the Australian 
dollar firmed after Mr. Keating 
unveiled the economic plans 
ahead of the March 13 federal 
election. 

But conservative opposition- 
leader John Hewson quickly 
questioned whether a Keating 
labour government could pay for 
extra spending of 2.6 billion-Au- 
straiian dollars ($1.74 billion) 
over four^years, funded in part by 
the sale or another 19 per cent of 
the Commonwealth Bank, now 70 
per cent government-owned. 

Mr. Keating said he planned to 
cut the corporate tax rate to 33 
per cent from 39 per cent, boost 
investment through increased de- 
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predation allowances and help 
small businesses by encouraging 
banks to lend. On the sodal side, 
he announced plans to boost 
spending on child care. 

Mr. Keating said the measures 
would increase the budget deficit 
by 2.6 billion Australian dollars 
($1.74 billion) over four years 
between 1993/94 and 1996/97. 

The AH Ordinaries share index 
ended at 1.5S3.9 points, up 24.5 
points on the day or 1.6 per 
cent. 

The March 10-year bond fu- 
tures contract ended at a yield of 
8.65 per cent, down IS basis 
points, and the local dollar 
finished at 67.12 U.S. cents from 
66.94 just before the announce- 
ment. 

“The markets are looking at it 
and saying perhaps it's not as bad 
as they thought it was going to 
be.” said Bankers Trust Australia 
chief economist Chris Caton. 



""'TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 


VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS . WITH OR 


WITHOUT FURNITURE 

Please/ 

JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 8 

call/ 

Tel: 829882/829863 g 
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Cambodia 
group 
kills five, 
attacks 
U.N. posts 

PHNOM PENH (R) — A large 
armed group killer five Cambo- 
dians and injured many more 
during a rampage overnight that 
also targeted U.N. premises, a 
spokesman for the world body 
said Tuesday. 

Forty people carrying a variety 
of weapons including rocket laun- 
chers nit six areas of Bakan dis- 
trict in the western province of 
Pursat province through the night 
Monday, Eric Berman told repor- 
ters. 

The assailants fired small arms 
and rockets at random killing five 
Cambodians and wounding 16, 
some seriously. There were no 
casualties reported among U.N. 
staff in the area. 

Several buildings of the U.N. 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia (UNTAC) came under fire. 
Mr. Berman said. 

Shots were also fired at offices 
of the ruling Cambodian People's 
Party and the opposition royalist 
party. 

Some of the distinctive white 
UNTAC vehicles were damaged 
during the attack. 

The U.N. will investigate the 
attack which occured in an area 
believed to be under the control 
of the Phnom Penh government. 
Tbe government controls around 
four fifths of the country, with tbe 
rest m the hands of Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas who have refused ac- 
cess to U.N. peacekeepers. 

• Mr. Berman was not ready to 
name any suspects. 

. Meanwhile, a second royalist 
office near the town of Chikreng 
in Siem Reap province in the 
northwest came under attack dur- 
ing the night. 

* : A B-40 rocket hit the roof of 
the office early Tuesday morning 
injuring four people, Mr. Berman 
skid, adding that U.N. officials 
had earlier inspected die office as 
part of duties aimed at protecting 
people from political violence. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand is due to visit the Angkor 
Temple complex in Siem Reap 
province Friday. 

Meanwile, Cambodian head of 
state Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
arrived back in Phnom Penh 
Tuesday to a warm and colourful 
welcome but expressed concern 
about the United Nation's shaky 
peace plan for his war-weary 
country. 

Asked his response to the state 
of the Cambodian peace agree- 
ment, Prince Sihanouk replied: 
“I’m not pessimistic but I cannot 
say Tn optimistic. I’m going to 
try and tackle the different prob- 
lems.” 

The U.N. peace agreement has 
been dogged by one crisis after 
another ranging from the refusal 
by the Khmer Rouge guerrillas to 
participate in elections to an 
ongoing campaign of political vio- 
lence and assassination directed 
against the country's main 
opposition parties. 

Looking hale and hearty, and 
dressed in a dark grey business 
suit. Prince Sihanouk arrived in 
Phnom Penh aboard a North Ko- 
rean jet. 

Prince Sihanouk left Cambodia 
in November last year and has 
been suffering from a range of 
ailments including circulation 
(noble ms attributed to his diet, 
according to Chinese doctors. He 
spent most of his time in Peking, 
where he long lived in exile. 

Accompanied by his wife. Prin- 
cess Monique, Prince Sihanouk 
appeared relaxed and in a warm 
mood as he exchanged greetings 
with a long line of Cambodian 
officials and diplomats, including 
Phnom Penh Prime Minister Hun 
Sen and the head of the U.N. 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia (UNTAC) Yasushi Akashi. 

He appeared anxious to move 
quickly past Khmer Rouge leader 
Khieu Samphan and only briefly 
feigned a welcome kiss. 

Prince Sihanouk faces a hectic 
schedule this week, beginning 
Wednesday when he chairs a 
meeting of the ail-faction national 
reconciliation body, the Supreme 
National Council. 

On Thursday he will meet Mr. 
Mitterrand arriving from Viet- 
nam for a whistlestop two-day 
visit to Cambodia. 

It will be the first visit by a 
French head of state since 
Charles De Gaulle came here in 
1966. 

Tbe Phnom Penh government 
confirmed Tuesday, that its army 
had taken back military supplies 
held in U.N. -supervised ware- 
houses. a spokesman said. 

Asked if any weapons had been 
taken back, Khieu Kanarritii told 
reporters: “Some yes, in Kan dal 
(province) they (U.N. 
peacekeepers) gave back. I think 
more than 100 guns." 

He said the Phnom Penh army 
bad written a letter last month to 
the military commander of tbe 
U.N. Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAC), Lieute- 
nant-General John Sanderson, 
formally requesting the return of 
weapons and ammunition. 


Bosnians fight on as 
U.S. mulls peace plan 


BELGRADE (R)— Rebel Serbs 
fought with artillery and small 
arms against troops of Bosnia's 
Muslim-led government Tuesday 
while international mediators 
waited for the United States to 
come up with new peace propos- 
als. 

Sarajevo Radio in the Bosnian 
capital said seven people were 
killed and nine wounded in fight- 
ing around Zepa in eastern Bos- 
nia, near the Drina River frontier 
with neighbouring Serbia. 

Two artillery shells slammed 
into the Muslim Hrasno district of 
Sarajevo Tuesday morning and 
Muslim forces returned a single 
round, the radio said. 

Rebel Serb gunners in moun- 
tain strongholds above Sarajevo 
laid siege to the city after Bosnia 
declared its independence from 
Yugoslavia in March 1992. 

More than 16,000 people have 
been killed and two million 
driven from their homes by fight- 
ing among Muslims, Serbs and 
Croats in the Balkan republic in 
the past 10 months. 

Random shelling rocked parts 
of Sarajevo during the night, with 
the residential district of Marind- 
vor, close to parliament and the 
Holiday Inn Hotel, taking several 
hits. 

Three shells landed in the 
Novo Sarajevo district and it was 
also raked with sporadic small 
arms fire. Several shells were* 
fired into the mixed Serb-Muslim 
Dobrinja district. ‘ 

At the United Nations in New 


York, mediators Cyrus Vance 
and David Owen briefed the 
Security Council on their futile 
efforts so for to bring peace to 
Bosnia. 

Diplomats have said their 
peace plan, negotiated with the 
three warring parties since 
September, had fa'ttie chance of 
further progress until the new 
Clinton administration in 
Washington announced its own 
policy on Bosnia, expected soon. 

Washington is considering en- 
hanced relief operations, more 
sanctions against the Serb-led 
Yugoslav government in Bel- 
grade which supports Bosnian 
and Croatian Serbs, and changes 
to a map dividing Bosnia's ethnic 
groups, the diplomats said. 

The Vance-Owen package suf- 
fered a setback Monday when 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic, whose rebel forces bold 
70 per cent of Bosnia, rejected 
the map accompanying the plan. 
He told Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency it must be redrawn. 

A dispute over the map. carv- 
ing Bosnia into 10 provinces on 
ethnic lines, appears to have fuel- 
led a new round of the violent 
“ethnic cleansing” which has 
marked the recent Balkan wars. 

The United States said it was 
investigating new reports of the 
Serbs driving Muslims from 
towns and villages in the area 
around Trebinje in the West and 
along an eastern corridor which 
links Serbs in Bosnia and Croatia 
to the Republic of Serbia. 


Talks to resolve Togo strife collapse 

COLMAR, France (AP) — Negotiations between Togo’s military 
regime and its opponents collapsed Tuesday over a dispute about 
whether army troops should be confined to their bases during 
proposed elections. The talks, co-sponsored by France and 
Germany in hopes of ending prolonged civil strife in Togo, 
opened Monday in the eastern French town of Colmar and fell 
apart after about 12 hours, mediators said. French officials tried 
to bring the parties back together Tuesday, but these hopes were 
bashed when representatives of President Gnassingbe Eyadema 
left Colmar before dawn. Officials said the main dispute was over a 
French-German proposal that foreign observers monitor the 
confinement of troops to their bases during a campaign for 
elections to be held in May. Foreign Minister Ouattara Natchaba. 
the head of Mr. Eyadema’s delegation, described this an 
infringement of national sovereignty, though be endorsed the 
prompt holding of elections. 

Indonesian floods kill 72 

JAKARTA (R) — Floods in Indonesia's Java Island have killed 
at least 72 people, disrupted flights and submerged food crops, 
officials said Tuesday. A spokesman for the worst-hit province. 
Central Java, said the death toll had risen to 69 in two weeks and 
that nearly 300,000 people had been evacuated from their homes. 
Another three people bad been killed in west Java. 

Armenia declares emergency on frontier 

MOSCOW (R) — Armenian President Levon Ter-Petrosyan 
declared a s^ate of emergency in a region bordering on Turkey. 
Yerevan Radio said. The radio, monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, said Mr. Ter-Petrosyan took the step 
to stop “unlawful and anti-social activities by armed groups 
...(and) avoid dangerous incidents in the border region from 
threatening the republic’s national security.” It gave no details on 
enforcement of the state of emergency, which applied to the 
Armavir region, but said it would last for a month. Armenian 
forces were involved last year in clashes around tbe Azerbaijani 
Nakhichevan enclave, lodged between Armenia, Turkey and 
Iran. 

Suicide doctor assists again 

SOUTHFIELD, Mich. (AP) — A multiple sclerosis patient 
committed what she called “medicide” with Dr. Jack Kevorkian’s 
help Monday. It was his 12th assisted suicide and third in five 
days. Dr. Kevorkian's lawyer denied that the retired pathologist, 
•an advocate of doctor-assisted suicide, is stepping up his pace 
before a state ban on the practice Cakes effect on March 30. Elaine 
Goklbaam, 47, who was legally blind and needed a wheelchair, 
killed herself in her suburban Detroit apartment by putting on a 
gas mask and pulling a dip that released carbon monoxide from a 
tube, said the lawyer, Geoffrey Fieger. “She was asleep within 
one minute,” Mr. Fteger said. Her suicide was the sixth Dr. 
Kevorkian has attended since the legislature passed a law 
temporarily banning assisted suicide, effective on March 30. Gov. 
John Engler signed the bill hours after Dr. Kevorkian helped two 
women kill themselves in December. 

Greece to back Norway’s accession to EC 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Greece has (Hedged to support 
Norway's bid to join the European Community (EC). Premier 
Constantine Mitsotakis told Norwegian Premier Gro Harlem 
finindtland that his country would be particularly supportive 
when it takes over the EC’s rotating presidency next January. Ms. 
Brundtland is in Athens to attend a meeting of the Socialist 
International. Her talks with Mr. Mitsotakis, a conservative, 
focussed on Norway’s bid to join tbe EC and on the situation in 
former Yugoslavia. 

Clashes between Rwanda rivals rage on 

KIGALI (R) — Fighting between Rwandan rebels and govern- 
ment forces raged op for the second day Tuesday in the country’s 
northern Ruhengeri and Byumba districts, diplomats and radio 
reports said. Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF) rebels mainly from 
the Tutsi tribe and Hutu tribe-based government troops were 
fighting street battles in Ruhengeri town, 64 kilometres northwest 
of the capital, local reporters contacted by telephone said. In the 
worst clashes since the warring parties reached an intemationally- 
brokered ceasefire last August, rebels attacked government army 
positions in three parts of Byumba district 50 kilometres to the 
east of Ruhengeri. state radio said. The number of casualties was 
not known. Some injured refugees have arrived in the capital 
Kigali needing hospital treatment. 

Sri Lanka navy destroys 10 rebel boats 

COLOMBO (R) — Navy patrol craft destroyed 10 Tamil guerrilla 
boats trying to cross a lagoon in northern Sri Lanka under cover 
of darkness, a military spokesman said Tuesday. He said the navy 
delected and engaged about 20 rebel boats trying to cross the 
lagoon from mainland Sri Lanka to their Jaffna peninsula 
stronghold Monday. “We believe it was one of their logistics 
convoys taking supplies to the peninsula,” he said. He said rebel 
casualties were difficult to determine because the firelight 
occurred at night. 


In the Republic of Croatia, 
Zagreb Radio said Serb rebels 
shelled the Adriatic coast town of 
Sibenik Monday evening. 

In recent days Sibenik has 
come under artillery fire from 
Croatia’s rebel Serbs for the first 
time in seven months, a agn that 
a flare-up in the war in Croatia is 
spreading. 

The radio reported rebel Serb 
infantry attacks and shelling near 
Sibenik and the port of Zadar to 
the north. The Croatian- 
controlled coastal region is adja- 
cent to the Serb-held enclave of 
Krajina in the mountainous 
hinterland. 

“Units of the Croatian army 
have successfully repelled all 
attacks and are in control of the 
liberated area,” the radio said. 

The Croatian army launched 
an offensive in the region near 
Zadar on Jan. 22, breaking a 
year-old truce which was being 
overseen by the United Nations. 

The Croats captured a bridge, 
airport and dam, and tried to 
push Serb artillery out of range of 
Croatian coastal towns and ports. 

Croatian President Fran jo 
Tudjman, fresh from a big win in 
local elections Sunday, said he 
would not be satisfied until Serb 
militias in four U.N. protected 
areas in his country were dis- 
banded and tiie territory returned 
to Croatian sovereignty. 

Mr. Tudjman’s nationalist gov- 
ernment has been losing patience 
with futile U.N. efforts to disarm 
Serb militias in four enclaves and 




positions in Gorqjin Bitianfso kSometres from 


Kafe the capital of the Serb-held enclave of Krajina 

(AFP photo) 


underlined its discontent by laun- 
ching the offensive into krajina. 

“If the (U.N.) peace forces 
cannot fulfil their task alone, 
NATO forces should be behind 
the peace forces to make sure 
that the peace plan can be im- 
plemented,” he told reporters af- 
ter bis party swept to victory in 
regional elections. 

“We will try to incorporate 
these areas into Croatia’s consti- 
tutional order without military 
operations,” he said. “But ...we 
will not tolerate indefinite de- 
lays.” 

He said progress had been 
made on extending tbe mandate 
of the U.N. Protection Forces 
(UNPROFOR) in Croatia, which 
expires at the end of this month. 

But any agreement would de- 
pend on firmer guarantees to 
repatriate tens of thousands of 
Croatian expelled from the Serb- 


held enclaves, disband Serb para- 
militaries and incorporate Serb- 
populated areas into Croatia 
proper, he said. 

Mr. Tudjman’s prime minister, 
Hrvoje Sarinic, appealed to U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
for action to protect Croats living 
inside and just outside Krajina 
from counter-attacking Serb 
irregulars. 

“Croatia is now being sub- 
jected to war operations aimed at 
destroying other members of the 
Croat people in U.N.-protected 
areas” in Krajina and its outskirts 
on tbe Adriatic coast, Mr. Sarinic 
wrote in a letter to Dr. Ghali. 

He said Krajina’s Seri) irregu- 
lar forces as well as regular units 
of the Serbian-led Yugoslav army 
had “erased the last traces of the 
Croatian people in this area, ex- 
pelled hundreds of people and 
destroyed their homes and prop- 


erty. 

Mr. Tudjman's nationalist par- 
ty emerged Monday with an over- 
whelming majority in upper 
bouse elections, a strong show of 
support for his offensive against 
rebel Serbs. 

The right-wing Croatian 
Democratic Union (HDZ) won 
17 of 21 districts in Sunday's 
elections, contested by 27 parties, 
and was leading in two more, 
according to almost complete re- 
turns. 

It had absolute majorities in 
eight districts and was heading 
the same way in three others. 

Mr. Tudjman scored between 
50 and 74 per cent in every region 
flanking' U.N.-monitored zones 
occupied by extremist Serbs since 
the January 1992 ceasefire that 
ended Croatia’s war of independ- 
ence from Serbian-dominated 
Yugoslavia. 


Angola seeks conscription as battles rage 


LUANDA (R) — The Angolan 
government said Tuesday it 
wanted conscription to help its 
hard-pressed troops locked in re- 
newed civil war with UN1TA 
rebels. 

State-ron media said a draft 
law for compulsory military ser- 
vice from 20 years of age was 
drawn up by the cabinet Monday. 
It would be sent to parliament for 
approval, possibly later this 
month. 

The key battle is fighting which 
intensified more than a month 
ago has been over Huambo, 
Angola's second city and UN- 
ITA’s headquarters in the central 
highlands. 

Angolan radio said 39 civilians, 
16 of them children, were killed 
when UNITA resumed shelling 
the dty Monday. UNITA, it said. 


lost 40 soldiers “in a vain attempt 
to rake Huambo.” 

It also reported UNITA 
attacks on the airports of two 
provincial capitals, central Kuito 
and Menongue in tbe south. 

Diplomats believe UNITA 
(National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola) has the 
upper hand in the renewed civil 
war. 

Fighting resumed after the 
movement rejected its defeat by 
the ruling MPLA (Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Ango- 
la) in U.N.-supervised elections 
last September and expelled local 
authorities from 75 per cent of 
the country. 

, The diplomats say the new 
Angolan Armed Forces (FAA), 
formed under the May 1991 
peace accords which were to end 


16 years of civil war. was in 
disarray when fighting resumed. 

It now numbers about 20,000 
men, on addition to tbe govern- 
ment’s police force of perhaps 
30,000, of which at least 3,000 are 
paramilitary riot police. 

UNITA has 30,000 to 50,000 
mobilised, disciplined troops but 
may have problems moving sup- 
plies across the vast country and 
could lost a war of attrition, the 
diplomats $ay. 

UNITA at tbe weekend sabot- 
aged Luanda’s power supplies but 
electricity has been restored to 
several neighbourhoods. 

- Tbe U.N. special representa- 
tive in Angola, Margaret Aits tee, 
has been working hard to get the 
two sides to revive the peace 
accords. But peace talks at the 
end of January in Addis Ababa 


foiled to produce a ceasefire. 

UNITA said it would not 
attend a second round, planned 
for Wednesday, because its nego- 
tiating team bad not returned to 
Huambo for consultations. The 
government rejected this - ex- 
planation as an excuse to avoid 
dialogue. 

Ms. Anstee said in remarks 
published Tuesday that she was 
doing everything she could to 
organise more talks. 

“We will do everything possi- 
ble so that the two parties return 
to the negotiating table soon,” 
she said. 

She added that she was trying 
to contact UNITA leader Jonas 
Savhnbi. He declared Saturday 
he would keep fighting until tbe 
government offered more conces- 
sions. 


Yeltsin under pressure to drop referendum 


MOSCOW (R) - Russia’s 
powerful regional leaders pressed 
President Boris Yeltsin Tuesday 
to back down oo plans for a 
constitutional referendum, ex- 
pressing fears of an “uncontroll- 
able power struggle” in the 
country. 

A presidential spokesman said 
Constitutional Court Chairman 
Valery Zorkin, addressing heads 
of local republics, proposed sus- 
pension of tbe referendum set for 
April 11. The spokesman. 
Vyacheslav Kostikov, hinted that 
Mr. Yeltsin sought a com- 
promise. 

It was the second time in two 


months * ■ con- 
stitutional -vied only 

last year, had inter .c.ied in tbe 
political frav in a hid to break 
deadlock in 'he 'ry. 

Mr. Yeltsin nope* . . poll will 
settle a powersharing battle with 
Russia’s conservative legislature. 
But be must have tbe backing of 
regional leaders ox face hardline 
charges that he is risking a 
breakup of the vast Russian Fed- 
eration. 

The presidential spokesman 
said many of the 20 Republican 
leaders had voiced fears the re- 
ferendum could stir political ten- 
sions and undermine economic 
reforms. 


“That is why they favoured 
either postponement of the re- 
ferendum or introduction of some 
kind of moratorium on it,” Mr. 
Kostikov said. 

“Tbe president and republican 
leaders have so for failed to agree 
on any common viewpoint. Their 
opinions are divided.” 

Mr. Kostikov said the leaders 
agreed that “a weakening of the 
president coukl lead to an uncon- 
trollable struggle for power.” 
The republics hold the key to 
the future of the Russian Federa- 
tion. One. Chechnya in tbe Cau- 
casus, has already declared out- 
right independence and another, 
Tatarstan on the Volga, has de- 


clared sovereignty and adopted 
its own constitution — a similar 
pattern to that seen in the early 
days of tire collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. Kostikov said the presi- 
dent had not made up his mind on 
what to do about the referendum, 
which Mr. Yeltsin’s chief rival, 
pariunaencary chief Ruslan JCbas- 
bulatov, insists can only damage 
Russia. 

“I do not exclude that a search 
for some kind of compromise will 
be made,” Mr. Kostikov said. 
“This would be some kind of 
constitutional convention which 
would divide up powers.” 


Clinton creates new office on environment 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President Bill Clinton has abo- 
lished an advisory body on the 
environment and replaced it with 
a policy-making body as an in- 
terim step to elevating the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency 
to cabinet status. 

“We must move in a new direc- 
tion, to recognise that protecting 
the environment means streng- 
foening the economy, and creat- 
ing new jobs for Americans,” he 
said. 

Using a White House cere- 
mony to dramatise his campaign 
promise to overhaul environmen- 
tal policies after 12 years of Re- 
publican control of the White 
House, Mr. Clinton declared that 
“we are today changing the way 
government works.” 

In a slap at the environmental 
commitment of former President 
George Bush, who dubbed him- 
self the “environment president” 
but was often criticised by ecolo- 
gical activists. Mr. Clinton proc- 
laimed that “the days of photo-op 
environmentalism are over.” 

“We face urgent environmen- 
tal and economic challenges that 
demand a new way of thinking, 
and a new way of Organising our 
efforts here in the Wh : te House 
and in the national government,” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

Vice President Al Gore, the 
former Tennessee senator who 
has written a best-selling book on 
the environment, said the new 
office “well be the place where 
polity on the environment is 
coordinated.” 

It's a reorganisation that makes 
sense,” said Mr. Gore, who 
clashed sharply with Mr. Bush 
last year when the United States 
watered down a global treaty on 
air pollution at tbe U.N. Earth 
Summit in Brazil. 


Mr. Clinton abolished the 
Council on Environmental Quali- 
ty — an advisory body — and 
replaced it with the White House 
Office on Environmental Policy, 
charged with setting polity. 

He also pledged to push Con- 
gress to elevate the Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency (EPA) to a 
department with full cabinet 
status. 

Mr. Clinton also took a swipe 
at the Bush policy on easing 
business competition, saying: 
“The competitiveness council is 
dosed and so is the back door the 
polluters used to use to get out 
from under our laws.” 

The Competitive Council, 
headed by former Vice President 
Dan Quayie, was intended to 
promote economic growth by eas- 
ing red tape on business competi- 
tion. Critics alleged it trampled 
environmental protection rules in 
the process. 

The new White House office 
will be headed by Kathleen 
McGinty, a 29-year-old lawyer 
who has served as Mr. Gore’s 
senior environmental policy 
adviser since 1990. 

Interior Secretary Bruce Bab- 
bitt said Monday that his fore- 
most goal is to protect the coun- 
try’s diversity of plant and animal 
life through the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act. 

In a speech to the American 
Mining Congress, Mr. Babbitt 
said the law — frequently a target 
of industry — “is soundly premis- 
ed by tbe notion that it is very 
important that we maintain the 
biodiversity that supports the 
lifesys terns of tbe planet, the 
lifesystems of the water, and the 
fend resources and productivity 
of this country.” 

He added that “however con- 
troversial and sometimes illogical 


it may seem in specific applica- 
tions,” the law’s “general concept 
has enormous support and ought 
to have enormous support be- 
cause the issue of preserving the 
biodiversity and land and habitat 
base in this country is an impor- 
tant item.” 

Meanwhile, even with a new 
friend in the White House, many 
abortion rights supporters con- 
cede they will have to make 
concessions to win passage of a 
bill putting such rights into law. 
But they have yet to agree on 
where and how much to give. 

“There’s a division in the 
ranks,” says Rep. Charles 
Schumer, co-sponsor of the prop- 
osed Freedom of Choice Act. His 
view: “five-sixths of a loaf is 
better than none.” 

Rep. Don Edwards, the bill's 
chief House sponsor, says, “we’re 
not going to go out there and 
weaken Roe (versus Wade — the 
supreme court decision that made 
abortion legal). We would rather 
postpone it until we have the 
votes.” 

The idea is to put the provi- 
sions of Roe vs. Wade into feder- 
al law, protecting against the pos- 
sibility that the Supreme Court 
will decide to reverse its 1973 
ruling. 

The act would also create some 
national standards for limitations 
that states could put on abortion. 

That is where the potential 
showdown lies. The federal prop- 
osal would outlaw some restric- 
tions in some states — such as 24 
hour waiting periods and parentah 
consent requirements. 

“This bill goes way beyond 
Roe — it goes to a wide open, 
"o-bolds barred, abortion on de- 
mand.” said Sen. Orrin Hatch. 
“It flies in tbe face of at least 
what 80 per cent of Congress 


thinks.” 

Anti-abortion forces contend 
the measure also is out of step 
with foe views of the majority of 
Americans. For example, polls 
show that many Americans, while 
they support keeping abortion 
legal, favour curbs such as 24 
hour waiting periods. 

That is why some abortion 
rights supporters, including Pope 
Schumer, think there needs to 
be compromise. Refusing to bar- 
gain means sore death for foe bill, 
these lawmakers say. 

In a separate development, a 
panel of U.S. experts urged Presi- 
dent Clinton Monday not to carry 
out his campaign pledge to penal- 
ise China over political repression 
in that country. 

Tbe panel said in a report that 
the trade benefits China has 
under most favoured nations sta- 
tus “should not be withdrawn or 
further conditioned,” and that 
huipan rights issues should be 
handled in a “vigorous and quiet 
dialogue” at senior levels. 

Sanctions should be ordered 
against China only after coopera- 
tion foils and after specific viola- 
tions of U.S. trade law or agree- 
ments, it said. 

The panel urged expansion of 
broadcasts to China by the Voice 
Of America, noting that it has a 
reputation for objectivity. It 
urged against launching a “Radio 
Free Asia” broadcast service at 
China on grounds this “would be 
perceived as treating China as an 
‘enemy state’ and thereby rein- 
force repressive and xenophodic 
tendencies in Peking.” 

Another key recommendation 
was for vigorous efforts to sell 
more and reduce the U.S. trade 
deficit with China, which rose to 
$19 billion last year from $3 
billion in 1988. 


Clinton takes 
less congested 
Jogging route 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Bill Qmton gave commuters- 
relief by taking his jogging en- 
tourage on a different route, 
avoiding foe city’s main traffic 
arteries. Mr. Clinton was latw 
than usual for his morning run, 
leaving the White House at 7 JO 
a-m. (1230 GMT), dangerously 
close to prime commuting time 
for foe thousands of people who 
drive into town each day. But his 
20 -car procession took him to 
Hains Point, an isolated peninsu- 
la that juts into the Potomac 
River, where he ran three miles 
(5 kilometres) in 24 minutes. The 
new jogging path was a welcome 
change for commuters, many of 
whom were left tied up in traffic 
along some of Mr. Clinton's other, 
routes. 

Australian sex 
talk wreaks havoc 
in Moldova 

MOSCOW (R) — Moldovan 
families were landed with bills 
amounting to over half a year’s 
wages when their children locked 
into an Australian telephone sex 
service offered by a satellite com- 
munications network. .ITAR- 
TASS News Agency said schools 
in Kishinyov, capital of the for- 
mer Soviet republic, were 
flooded with leaflets advertising 
sexually titillating, stories na- 
rrated in Russian by a young 
woman. Parents oblivious to the 
new fashion sweeping town com- 
plained to the telephone com- 
pany when they received bills of 
over 70,000 roubles ($120) or. 
about six months average wage. 
Total charges for the service in 
January amounted to 2.5 million 
roubles ($4,375). TASS quoted 
Moldova’s deputy telecom- 
munications minister, Stepan 
Musyka, as saying that some pa- 
rents, on discovering die reason 
for foe astronomic Mis, blamed 
foe telephone exchange for fail- 
ing to warn them of foe sex 
stories and refused to pay. 

Free AIDS tests 
in Japan for 
Valentine’s Day 

TOKYO (R) — A Japanese local 
authority will offer free AIDS 
tests to young couples as Valen- 
tine's Day gins. The prefectuial 
government in Saitama, near 
Tokyo, plans to give away tickets 
to foe first 200 couples who ask to 
be tested for the killer virus which 
causes AIDS (acquired immune 
deftcency syndrome). The num- 
ber of AIDS cases among young 
Japanese resulting from heterose- 
xual contacts was rising sharply, a 
spokesman said Tuesday. “We 
hope foe programme will help 
young people increase their 
awareness of foe disease,” be 
added. Although the programme 
was aimed at young couples, old- 
er couples and homosexuals 
would not be turned away, the 
Saitama spokesman said. “If they 
come, there is no reason why we 
should refuse.” At foe end of 
1992. Japan’s death toll from 
AIDS stood at 298. At the same 
point, according to latest govern- 
ment figures, there were 543 pa- 
tients with AIDS and 2,551 car- 
riers of foe HIV virus which ■ 
causes the deadly disease. 

S. Korean police 
probe exam fraud 
scandal 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
police said they had questioned - 
more than 100 people suspected 
of being involved in a widening 
university exam fraud scandal 
and attested about 20. “The type 
of people involved are parents, 
professors, college officials and. 
even a security agent who is 
allegedly believed to have played 
foe middle role between parents 
"2 school." a police officer 
said. At the moment it’s diffi- 
cult to say exactly how many 
nave been arrested. It’s probably 
more than 20, but more than 100 
questioned so fer.” he 
said. News reports said 31 people 
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